ae. 






VOL XIV ISSUENO 282 





© CYMK 


DAILY FROM KOLKATA+> GANGTOK 


Rajnath, Nitish test positive . PORT BLAIR « SILIGURI 
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m FRESH CURBS IMPOSED 


PORT BLAIR, JAN 10/--/With the Andaman and 
Nicobar Islands witnessing alarming spike in Covid 
cases, fresh restrictions have been imposed on Monday. 
The additional curbs have been imposed with the twin 


objectives to allow the 


uninterrupted and simultaneously curb the infections 
by controlling gatherings and crowds in public and 
religious places and other institutions. South Andaman 
is already reeling under night curfew, wherein, 
movement of people and vehicles are restricted from 
9.00 pm to 5.00 am. As per the new curbs, gathering of 
people is restricted with the objective of crowd 
management. Social, political, sports, entertainment, 
academic, cultural, religious, festival and other 
gatherings/congregations of people are restricted. All 
religious places and places of worship will also remain 
closed for public worship. Religious congregations/ 
gatherings are also strictly prohibited. People or 
organizations, violating these restrictions have to pay 
a fine to the tune of Rs. 20,000. All tourist spots in South 
Andaman District will also remain closed for tourism 
activities with immediate effect and all parks, 
playgrounds, stadiums/gyms and yoga institutes have 


also been closed. 


a m PAY HEFTY CASH FINES 
FOR VIOLATING NORMS 


PORT BLAIR, JAN 10/--/ In order to enforce strict 
compliance of the national directives on Covid-19 in South 
Andaman District, fines are prescribed for the violation 
Covid guidelines. Accordingly, for violation of non-wearing 


economic activities to go on 


the fine is Rs 600. 





establishments is Rs.4000. Violation of National directives 
with respect to Marriage Rs.20000. Violation of National 
directives with respect to funeral/last rites. Rs.5000. 
Consumption of liquor in public places Rs.10000 and 
consumption of paan, gutka, tobacco etc. in public places, 


transport, spitting in 
public & workplaces 
is Rs.1000. Spitting in 
public places, the 
fines will be Rs 600. 
Violation of social 
distancing norms by 
individuals in public 
places, workplaces is 
Rs.400. Violation of 
social distancing 
norms by _~— shop 
owners in their 





AMID SURGE NOW CROWD MANAGEMENT THE KEY 


m SCHOOLS, EDUCATIONAL 
INSTITUTIONS SHUT DOWN 


PORT BLAIR, JAN 10/--/ In view of the spike in Covid-19 
cases, the Education department has shut down schools 
and colleges across the islands. Accordingly, classes of 
five colleges JNRM, TGCE, DBRAIT, ANCOL & MGGC 
of face cover in| andclasses from I to XII of all management run schools 
public places, places | (Govt., Govt. Aided, Private Unaided, Local Bodies, KVs 
and in public | &JNVs) across Islands has been closed from 11th January 


2022 to 31st January 
2022, as a 
precautionary 
measure to prevent 
the spread of COVID- 
19 among students. 
Academic 
instructions to all the 
students shall 
continue to be made 
available through 
alternate mode by 
the cable TV, 
Education Dept.'s 
YouTube Channel 
"AN Education Dept 
Andaman", All India 
Radio and 
WhatsApp Groups. 





Six Congress leaders suspended for indiscipline, rude 
behavior with President, barred from entering party office 


- 


PORT BLAIR, JAN 10/--/The ANTCC any cost, but there is a laid down 
President has no right to initiate procedures for initiating disciplinary 


disciplinary actiononanyleadersof action, he said. “The right to initiate 


the State Youth Congress 


.Anymatter disciplinary action on any State Youth 


of organizationalindisciplinebyany Congress leaders rest with me alone 
Youth Congress leader has to be andnot withthe ANTCC President. I 


recommended to the National General 
Secretary who alone can initiate 
action for indiscipline in the party 


| based of the 


facts 


recommendations of the ANTCC 
President, said Mr. Santosh Kumar 
Kolkunda, National General Secretary, 
Indian Youth Congress while speaking 
to EOI over phone. Responding to the 
suspension of six Congress leaders, 
including two State Youth Congress 
leaders, Mr Kolkunda said the Youth 
Congress is a frontal organization of 
the Congress party. Ithas asystem 


and the 


with a State In-Charge and State Youth 

Congress President. Any disciplinary will take up the issue with the 
action onany member of the Youth President, National Youth Congress 
Congress has to be initiated according and In-charge National Youth 


to the prescribed 


rules and Congress’, he said. In a strict 


regulations. Indiscipline in the’ action, the Mr. Rangalal Halder, 
organization cannot betoleratedat President, Andaman & Nicobar 


Isles’ Hockey players unable to compete as 
facilities, coaches, Astroturf remain mirage 


EOI CORRESPONDENT 


PORT BLAIR, JAN 10/--/ 
The humiliating 
performances of the Hockey 
Andaman women team in all 
their matches in the 
recently held National 
Women Hockey Tournament 
held at Jhansi in Uttar 
Pradesh speaks volumes of 
the sorry condition of 
hockey in the islands. 
Creation of infrastructure, 
making available coaches 
and training facilities to 
sportspersons is the 
precondition for hockey to 
keep up with national 
standards, if not global. 
While the women senior 
team suffered a debacle in 
their matches, Hockey 
Andaman, fearing more 
humiliation, skipped the 
men senior and junior teams 
in the National Men Hockey 
championship. Hockey 
Andaman has a long road 
ahead to be able to make its 
players compete in the 
National level hockey 
competitions. 

Lack of practice ground, 
facilities like quality hockey 
sticks and crumbling 
infrastructure stands as the 
biggest impediment in the 
promotion of hockey in the 
islands. The existing 
practice ground located at 
the Rajiv Gandhi Velodrum 
is not a good ground for 
playing modern hockey due 
to overgrown vegetation and 


uneven surfaces. Hockey 
players in the islands still 
dream of playing on 
synthetic turf with standard 
hockey sticks. Though there 
are several talented hockey 
players in the islands, they 


“Our hockey players 
practice on grass 
ground, so they can’t 
compete with hockey 
players of other 
states, who are 
trained on Astroturf. 
On Astroturf, the ball 
moves three times 

faster and If we want . 
is not recognized by the 


Our players fo State Sports Council and 
compeie in national _— the Sports Department of 
tournaments, then we the administration and 


; despite that, they are 
first have to develop srrijiated to Hockey India 


infrastructure, and members of Hockey 


arrangement of good Andaman have the right to 
vote. Some people for their 


coaches and training own interest is keeping 
facilities” Hockey Andaman alive 


—WMr. Murthy, only in paper, said Mr. 
Y, Narayan Murthy. Senior 


senior hockey player hockey players of the 
Islands added that since itis 


ee affiliated with Hockey 

India, the President and the 
could not shine at the General Secretary of 
national-level due to lack of Hockey Andaman has right 
infrastructure facilities. to vote at the time of 
Hockey Andaman isonlyon _ election of office bearers of 
paper as Hockey Andaman Hockey India. Just to 


Territorial Congress (ANTCC) 
Suspended six Congress leaders from the 
primary membership of the Congress 
party for a period of six years on the 
charge of indiscipline and rude 
behaviour with the ANTCC President. 


i ee ee 


The ANTCC Chief has no right fo initiate disciplinary 
action on any State Youth Congress leaders, He should 
have simply send his recommendations on indiscipline 

committed by the two Youth Congress leaders to 
National General Secretary, Youth Congress who has the 
right to initiate disciplinary actions on indiscipline by the 

leaders based on his recommendations of ANTCC 

President, says Mr. Santosh Kumar Kolkunda to EOI 


ne ee ee 


According to a release from the ANTCC 
office, the ANTCC President suspended 
the Youth Congress State Vice- 
President, Miss. Bindiya Banerjee, 
Youth Congress State General 
Secretary, Mr. Vikram and Mahila 





exercise their rightto vote said Mr. 


during the election, these budding hockey players 
people are sitting at the who represented Hockey 


Andaman, he said. “Our satisfied 


Murthy. The 


with the 


Congress NGO Co-ordinator, Mrs. 
Ruchi Ahuja for six years from the 
primary membership of the party for 
indiscipline and misbehavior. In the 
suspension letter, Mr. Halder accused 
that these leaders behaved with him in 
avery rude manner on 8th Jan 2022, and 
used unparliamentary and filthy 
language inside his chamber. They also 
banged the table of the ANTCC 
President. He added that this kind of 
behaviour cannot be tolerated and 
doesn't send the right signal to the 
party cadres. Hence, hesuspended these 
party leaders for 6 years and warned 
that ifthey enter the party office or take 
part in any party programme during 
this suspension period, then action will 
be initiated to expel them from the party 
forever. Further, he also wrote a letter to 
Superintendent of Police, South 
Andaman and intimated him to restrain 
the outsiders namely Ms. Ruchi Ahyja, 
Mr. Vikram, Mr. Sonu Raj, Ms. Fareeda 
Bibi and Ms. Sunita Chabbra from 
entering the office of ANTCC, Gandhi 
Bhawan, Port Blair. 





= COVID UPDATE: 96 TEST 
+VE ON MONDAY 





PORT BLAIR, JAN 10/--/The Andaman and Nicobar 
islands on Monday reported 96 active cases, taking the 
Covid-19 tally to 393 active cases. Out of the 96 positive 
cases reported today, 73 are airport arrivals while 23 are 
Contracts. 25 people were cured and discharged. As per 
official figures, on Monday, 13 flights with 1589 
passengers landed at Port Blair, of which, the RT-PCR 
test was conducted on 308 passengers, including 13 
foreign travelers. 374 beneficiaries were inoculated 
with the booster dose in the islands. A total of 2639 
people were vaccinated today 





CS’s stern warning to land 
grabber govt employees, 
action to follow 


PORT BLAIR, JAN 10/--/The Chief Secretary has 
warned all those government employees who are 
residing in govt, accommodations, but at the same 
time have also encroached land, either adjacent to the 
allotted quarters or other places illegally and 
constructed permanent/temporary structures 
thereon, which is violation of laid down rules. Such 
encroachments on govt land by govt servants, and 
indulgence in such illegal practice by govt servants 
will be viewed seriously and action under CCS 
(Conduct)/CCS (CCA) Rules will be taken, which may 
even lead to dismissal from Govt. service. 

It has also come to the notice that a large number 
of transferred/retired Govt Servants are residing in 
the official quarters after the permissible period of 
retention and overstayed unauthorizedly, which 
causes the delay in providing govt accommodation to 
eligible/needy applicants. Such unauthorized 
occupants have been requested to vacate the quarter 
without any further delay. Any lapse on the part of 
transferred/retired govt servants will be viewed 
seriously. 

Further, the general public has been requested to 
come forward with such information regarding 
encroachments by govt servants of govt land or 
unauthorized occupation of govt accommodation 
and can pass on such information to A & N 
Administration or email in the _ email-ID: 
secretary20lani@gmail.com. 


BOARD OF OPEN SCHOOLING & SKILL EDUCATION 


Establish by the Sikkim Legislative Assembly Under Act No.14 of 2020, Govt. Of Sikkim 


gy 

ripe ianc, 
helm of affairs of Hockey Andaman are also not Z ven synth nase es nee Pn ps 

% ies st ute nary) a alee 

iC 


hockey players practiceon arrangements. “We were 
erass grounds, sotheycan’t just given the to & fro air 
compete with hockey tickets to participate in the 


players of other states, who National 


are trained on AstroTurf. tournament at Jhansi. The 
On AstroTurf, the ball hockey players received 
moves three times faster only four days of training in 
than grass covered ground. the AstroTurf ground in 
If we want our hockey Chennai which is not 
players to compete withthe sufficient to compete. The 
rest of the country then players had to bear all other 
Hockey Andaman has to expenses, including food 
take many measures. and accommodation in 
Firstly, provide the hockey Chennai as well as during 
players with quality hockey our matches”,saida woman 


sticks and welllaid ground, player 
if not AstroTurf ground”, anonymity. 


Hockey 
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ADMISSION OPEN ( APRIL 2022 SESSION) 





SECONDARY LEVEL 


CLASS 10: ENGLISH, HINDI, SCIENCE, SOCIAL SCIENCE, MATHEMATICS 


SENIOR SECONDARY LEVEL (CLASS 12 


STREAMS AVAILABLE: SCIENCE , ARTS, COMMERCE 


ELIGIBLITY: 9th Passed/ Fail Or 10th Fail candidates can appear for class 10 Exam. 
10th Passed / 11th Fail Candidates can appear for Class 12 Examination 


CERTIFICATE VALID FOR FURTHER EDUCATION/ GOVT. JOB / PRIVATE JOB 


Approved By National Institute Of Open Schooling (NIOS) & also Registered Member 
Association Of Indian University (AIU), Govt. Of India 
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Goapolls: taal TMC may 


PANAJI, JAN 10 /--/ With 
just over a month to go for 
Assembly elections in Goa, 
political observers feel the 
Congress may upset BJP's 
plans for retaining power in 
the coastal state, but appear 
less enthused = about 
Trinamool Congress, whose 
entry has added colour to 


the poll campaign. 
Congress will win 
around 20 of the 40 Assem- 


bly seats, while the BJP will 
garner around 15 seats, a 
veteran political analyst 
based in the Goa capital told 
news agency PTI. The 
Maharashtrawadi 
Gomantak Party (MGP) is 
likely to win 3 to 4 seats, and 
the Aam admi Party (AAP) 
will bag a seat or two, the 
analyst said. He attributed 
the poll prospects of MGP, 
which came into promi- 
nence under the leadership 
of Goa's first chief minister 
Dayanand Bandodkar, to its 
alliance with the Mamata 
Banerjee-led TMC. On its 
own, MGP may have fared 
very badly. But TMC's mon- 
etary clout will help it, he 
added. Former State Elec- 
tion Commissioner 
Prabhakar Timblo said 
Congress will form the next 
government in the coastal 
state. Anti-incumbency is 
very high in the state, and 
that will work against the 
BJP, he added. 

The grand old party will 
win around 20-22 seats, 
Timblo said. Congress will 
do well as long as it does not 
project those who have 
crossed their expiry date in 
politics in these elections, 
he added. Timblo was em- 
phatic that neither TMC nor 
AAP will have much of an 
impact in the February 14 
elections. Giriraj Pai 
Vernekar, a political analyst 
and a BJP sympathiser, said 
the ruling party presenteda 
report card of its regime's 
performance in the last 10 
years, while seeking votes. 
BJP is not afraid of anti-in- 
cumbency as people know 
that a double-engine govern- 
ment is necessary to con- 
tinue the state's develop- 
ment. Otherwise, there is 
confrontation between the 
Centre and the state, as in 
case of West Bengal, he said. 

Durgadas Kamat, gen- 


HRAWI urges Maharashtra 
sovt to allow restaurants to 
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TMC supremo Mamata Banerjee speaking to local people during her visit to Goa 


eral secretary of Goa For- 
ward Party (GFP), which has 
a pre-poll alliance with Con- 
eress, said that the alliance 


will be victorious. There isa 
eroundswell against the 
BJP and in favour of Con- 
egress and GFP as people 


know we can give a good 
and honest government, he 
said. AAP Goa unit con- 
vener Rahul Mhambrey 


Minister Michael Lobo, another 


MLA quit BUP ahead of e 


PANAJI, JAN 10 /--/ Goa minister 
Michael Lobo and BJP MLA Pravin Zantye 
resigned from the party as well as the Leg- 
islative Assembly on Monday, ahead of 
the state polls scheduled next month. 

The Goa BJP unit later said such 
moves will not affect the party's prospects 
in the state Assembly elections, to be held 
on February 14. Chief minister Pramod 
Sawant said "a few defections" cannot de- 
ter the agenda of good governance and ex- 
pressed confidence that people of Goa 
will vote his party to power for another 
term. Lobo, who _ represented the 
Calangute Assembly constituency and 
held charge of the state port and waste 
management departments, submitted his 
resignation to the chief minister's office 
and the Goa Assembly's Speaker in the 
morning. He is likely to join the Congress, 
according to sources. 

I have resigned from both the posts. I 
will see what steps are to be taken next. I 
have also resigned from the BJP, Lobo later 
told newspersons. Asked whether he will 
join the Congress, Lobo said he is in talks 
with other political parties. He claimed 
that people were unhappy with the ruling 
BJP in the coastal state. 

"The voters told me that the BJP is no 
more a party of the common people, he 
said, while claiming that the grass-root 
level workers were feeling ignored by the 





ecTions 


party. A couple of hours later, Zantye, who 
represented the Mayem Assembly seg- 
ment, also tendered his resignation from 
the BJP and the state Assembly. Zantye 
told newspersons that he had joined the 
BJP at the behest of former chief minister 
Manohar Parrikar, and claimed that after 
the latter's death, he was sidelined in the 
party. The MLA also claimed that his con- 
stituency faced the problem of unemploy- 
ment, which the state government "failed" 
to address. 

Meanwhile, chief minister Sawant ina 
tweet said, Bharatiya Janata Party isa big 
family that continues to serve the mother- 
land with full devotion! A few defections, 
to fulfil the agenda of greed and personal 
interests cannot deter our agenda of good 
governance. Goan people have seen BJP's 
governance and development model for a 
decade andIam sure that they will give us 
another term in their service. Jai Hind, Jai 
Goa, the chief minister said in another 
tweet. 

Goa BJP president Sadanand Shet 
Tanavade said Lobo's decision to leave the 
party will have no impact on its prospects 
in the upcoming state polls. Lobo had left 
the party long back and he was only physi- 
cally present with us, Tanavade said. He 
may have left, but other workers in the 
Calangute Assembly constituency are 
with the party, he said. (PTI) 


flop, say 


observers 


said the Arvind Kejriwal- 

led party is projecting fresh 
and clean faces in the next 
month's Assembly elec- 
tions. People have seen the 
Delhi model of develop- 
ment. We will emulate it 
here, he added. There is also 
a talk of a grand alliance of 
all opposition parties that 
could effectively avoid the 
split of the traditional Con- 
egress votes in many con- 
stituencies and cause con- 
cern for the ruling BJP. How- 
ever, nothing concrete has 
emerged on that front so far. 

Prominent leaders like 
PM Narendra Modi, West 
Bengal chief minister 
Mamata Banerjee, Delhi 
chief minister Arvind 
Kejriwal, and Congress 
leader Rahul Gandhi were 
in Goa ahead of the elec- 
tions. BJP chief J P Nadda, 
Union minister Nitin 
Gadkari and former Union 
minister P Chidambaram 
were other prominent lead- 
ers to visit the coastal state. 
Two major pre-poll alli- 
ances took shape in Goa. 
Congress has tied up with 
GFP, a regional outfit that 
was a part of the Manohar 
Parrikar government in 
2017, while TMC has found 
a regional partner in the 
form of MGP, which fought 
the 2017 polls in alliance 
with the Shiv Sena but later 
joined the Parrikar-led gov- 
ernment. In the last few 
months, many posters fea- 
turing Mamata Banerjee's 
photo and the _ slogan 
'Goenchi Navi Sakal' (Goa's 
new dawn) have been put 
across the state. 

TMC MPs Mahua 
Moitra and Derek O'Brien 
are leading the party's cam- 
paign in Goa. AAP entered 
Goa's political scene during 
the 2017 Assembly elections 
and tried to build a base in 
the coastal state. In the 2017 
Goa Assembly polls, BJP 
won only 138 seats while 
Congress won in 17 constitu- 
encies. However, BJP 
staked claim to form the gov- 
ernment with the support of 
3 MGP MLAs, 3 GFP MLAs, 
two Independents and an 
NCP MLA under the leader- 
ship of Parrikar who re- 
signed as defence minister 
to return to the coastal state. 
(PTI) 


Covid surge: UP caps attendance in 
govt, private offices at 50 per cent 


THE EcHo oF INDIA*PorRT BLAIR 
Tuesday-January 11, 2022 





A worker refills oxygen cylinders in a factory, amidst the spread of the coronavirus 
disease (COVID-19) in Ahmedabad—REUTERS 


As EC bans rallies, political parties 


fake fo digital mode for up po 


LUCKNOW, JAN 10 /--/ With the Elec- 
tion Commission imposing restrictions on 
poll rallies till January 15 in the wake of 
rising Covid-19 cases, political parties in 
Uttar Pradesh are gearing up for virtual 
campaigning. 

While the Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) 
already has a good presence on social me- 
dia platforms, the Samajwadi Party (SP) 
and others are putting in efforts to 
strengthen their digital army and chalking 
out strategies to boost their support base. 
"We are miles ahead of rival parties in 
leveraging our social media presence. Fur- 
ther, we are working on a strategy for vir- 
tual campaigns," BJP state media in- 
charge Manish Dixit told news agency PTI. 
The party has assigned separate responsi- 
bilities to booth level office-bearers to asso- 
ciate people on WhatsApp, Twitter, 
Instagram, Facebook and other platforms, 
he said. 

BJP's main rival SP is also preparing 
for virtual campaigns. The party has been 
telecasting key events and press confer- 
ences addressed or attended by party chief 
Akhilesh Yadav on its YouTube channel. 
"It's difficult to reach out to rural folk 
through digital platforms but the party is 
looking at the best possible ways," SP na- 
tional spokesperson Ashutosh Verma said. 
"In rural areas, 40 per cent people do not 
use smart phones but the SP's focus is on 
youths, who mostly have them 
(smartphones). The party has been creat- 
ing thousands of WhatsApp groups in rural 








areas and adding youths," Verma said. The 
Aam Aadmi Party (AAP) termed the EC's di- 
rective for virtual campaigns a blessing and 
said it will use its experience in social me- 
dia to whip up support. 

The party's state spokesperson Vaibhav 
Maheshwari said the AAP always believed 
in reaching people individually and social 
media was the best way to establish this con- 
nection. "Our agenda includes power, water, 
health and education. Showing 
photoshopped images, creating hatred on 
temple-mosque issues is no longer liked by 
the people," he said, adding the people are 
liking his party's ideology. He said in the 
past couple of days, virtual rallies of AAP's 
Uttar Pradesh in-charge and Rajya Sabha 
member Sanjay Singh was attended by 
about 2 lakh people on various platforms. 

Maheshwari said the AAP will focus on 
local issues and that it has made separate so- 
cial media cells for "Purvanchal, 
Paschimanchal, Bundelkhand and 
Madhyanchal". "These cells are preparing 
messages and memes in local languages," he 
added. Congress media coordinator Lalan 
Kumar said his party will keep the state's 
burning issues before the people through so- 
cial media. "The party already has a strong 
presence on social media, but we are mak- 
ing extra arrangements for virtual cam- 
paigning," he said. "From the Assembly to 
the booth level, the party has appointed so- 
cial media in-charges with an objective to 
reach out to people with the party's views on 
their issues," Kumar said. (PTI) 


Nath hails Priyanka's efforts, Says 
UP poll results will be surprising 


BHOPAL, JAN 10 /--/ The 
results of the Uttar Pradesh 
polls will be very surpris- 
ing due to the anger of the 
people there towards the 


state," Nath added. In an ap- 
parent swipe at the BJP, he 
said polls cannot be won by 
advertisements as 95 per 
cent voters are connected 


remain open till 11 pm 


NEW DELHI, JAN 10 /--/ Hotel and Restaurant Asso- 


ciation of Western India (HRAWI) has urged 
Maharashtra to allow establishments of the sector 


in the state to remain open up to 11 pm instead of 10 
pm, saying businesses have put in a lot of effort to re- 
start operations and the new Covid wave will debili- 


tate the hospitality industry without government 


support. 


Hotels and restaurants had just started to return 
to normalcy after about 15 months of restricted op- 
erations. After the two successive lockdowns, hotels 
and restaurants have infused significant capital to 
reopen and restart operations, HRAWI senior vice- 


LUCKNOW, JAN 10 /--/ Amid rising cases 
of Covid, the Uttar Pradesh government on 
Monday restricted attendance of employ- 
ees in government and private offices at 50 
per cent. Chief minister Yogi Adityanath has 
directed that ifanyone from a private office 
tests positive for coronavirus, he or she 
should be given seven days leave with sal- 
ary and Covid help desks should be estab- 
lished in all the offices and no one should 
be given entry without screening, an official 
spokesman said. "To prevent spread of 
coronavirus, the CM has directed officials 
to implement 50 per cent attendance of em- 
ployees, except for essential services depart- 
ments, in both government and private of- 
fices and work from home should be encour- 


aged," the spokesman said here. In hospitals, 
the chief minister said, online appointment 
should be given for OPD and patients should 
be called in hospitals in special cases. Tele- 
consultation should beencouraged, headded. 

The chief minister also directed that ef- 
forts should be made to achieve 100 per cent 
vaccination keeping in mind assembly polls 
beginning next month. 

"In districts, which are going to polls eve- 
ryone should be vaccinated 10 days in ad- 
vance anda plan in this regard should be 
chalked out immediately," he said. At present 
there are a total 33,946 active cases of 
coronavirus in the state of which 33,563 are 
in home isolation. In the past 24 hours, 8,334 
fresh cases were reported in the state. 


president Pradeep Shetty said in a statement. "Pres- 
ently there is considerable fear and anxiety in the 
sector. The effects of the new Covid wave will debili- 
tate the hospitality industry. We request the state 
government to allow us to operate at least till 11 pm," 
Shetty added. 

Under its new Covid-19 guidelines, the state gov- 
ernment has put restrictions on malls and restau- 
rants, asking them to be closed between 10 pm and 8 
am, while those entering need to be fully vaccinated. 
These establishments are allowed to operate at 50 
per cent capacity. Shetty said there has been a lot of 
effort towards bringing back workers and repay- 
ment of loans taken to restart operations after the 
lockdowns is another major area of concern. "The 
state government will have to support us this time 
around if a disaster is to be averted. It should imme- 
diately come out with a direct salary transfer scheme 
for hospitality employees in addition to waiving off 
all statutory fees, taxes and utility bills," he said. 

Shetty added: "It is also imperative upon the gov- 
ernment to come up with a credit extension scheme 
or some kind of moratorium to protect the owners 
and operators from credit defaults owing to the third 
wave." Terming the current situation as "deeply dis- 
tressing", Shetty said :"While we stand behind the 
state government and support the fight against 
Covid without reservations, the hospitality industry 
will not be able to fend the challenge off on its own." 
The sector has been operating under various restric- 
tions, be it in terms of timing or capacity, since the 
pandemic started in March 2020, the HRAWI senior 
vice-president said adding: "The impact of lockdown 
measures and restrictions considered in totality 
amounts to a loss of business to the tune of 80 per 
cent." 

The industry has suffered massive losses with 
many hotels and restaurants facing closure and 
bankruptcy. Over 35 per cent of the hotels and res- 
taurants have closed down in the last two years, 
Shetty said. "Such restrictions have a long-term im- 
pact on trade, industry and their effect on the 
economy will be harmful. 

This wave has rendered us locked in even without 
a literal lockdown as the hotels and restaurants are 
deserted," he lamented. (PTI) 


Number of attendees at marriages, 
funerals limited fo 50 in Kerala 


THIRUVANANTHAPURAM, 
JAN 10 /--/ In view of the 
rising numbers of Omicron 
variant of Covid-19 in 
Kerala, chief minister 
Pinarayi Vijayan directed 
that the number. of 
attendees at weddings and 
funerals be limited to amaxi- 
mum of 50 people. 
Thedecision was taken at 
the Covid review meeting 
chaired by the chief minis- 
ter, a state government re- 
lease said. Last week the gov- 
ernment had directed that 
the number of people at mar- 
riages, funerals, political, 
social and cultural events in 
closed rooms be restricted to 
75 and in open spaces to 150. 
Now in the latest decision, it 


has been further reduced to 
500 without specifying 
whether itisfor closedrooms 
or open spaces or both. In the 
meeting, it was also decided 
that reunions, ceremonies, 
and general social, political, 
cultural and community 
events should be conducted 
online, except in urgent situ- 
ations, the release said. 

Precautions, including 
physical distancing, should 
be taken when conducting 
events with physical attend- 
ance and if possible, public 
meetings should be avoided, 
it said. 

Directions were issued, 
in the meeting, to the depart- 
ment of health and educa- 
tion to ensure that vaccina- 


tions for students over the 
age of 15 are completed this 
week itself, the release said 
and added that that the de- 
partments were considering 
carrying out vaccinations at 
educational institutions 
also. 

Kudumbasree elections 
and gram sabhas can be con- 
ducted by following Covid 
norms like maintaining so- 
cial distancing, the chief 
minister said in the meeting. 

Vijayan also directed 
that the telemedicine sys- 
tem should be implemented 
as well and that awareness 
programs should be con- 
ducted in connection with 
Omicron, the release said. 


(PTT) 





Aman wearing a protective face mask walks past a graffiti, amidst the spread of the 


coronavirus disease (COVID-19), in Mumba—REUTERS 


BJP government as well as 
the stellar campaign efforts 
of his party's general secre- 
tary Priyanka Gandhi 
Vadra, former Madhya 
Pradesh chief minister 
Kamal Nath said on Mon- 
day. 

Uttar Pradesh will go to 
polls in seven phases be- 
tween February 10 and 
March 7, with results being 
declared on March 10. "The 
'Ladki Hoon Lad Sakti 
Hoon' campaign launched 
by Priyanka Gandhi has 
filled the people of every 
religion and caste with new 
vigour. The poll results of 
Uttar Pradesh will bea sur- 
prising one, Nath told a 





press conference at his resi- 
dence here. "I have visited 
UP recently and was associ- 
ated with the state right 
from my Youth Congress 
days. The people are angry 
with the ruling party. The 
efforts of Priyanka Gandhi 
will bring a lot of change. 
The poll results in UP will 
be surprising not just for 
the Congress but the entire 


to social media and are 
well-informed. 

The UP Congress model 
of giving 40 per cent tick- 
ets to women will be dis- 
cussed with the local lead- 
ership, he said when asked 
if it would be replicated in 
the 2023 Assembly polls in 
MP. "Tam always in favour 
of encouraging women in 
politics and other fields," 
he said. Queried on the 
Covid-19 situation in the 
state, Nath reiterated his 
stand that 2.5 lakh people 
had died of the infection, 
claiming that his figures 
were tabulated from crema- 
tion grounds etc and not 
from the party. (PTI) 


PM to inaugurate 11 new medical 
colleges in TN, new campus of 
Central Institute of Classical Tamil 


NEW DELHI, JAN 10 /--/ 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi will inaugurate 11 new 
government medical col- 
leges across Tamil Nadu and 
the new campus of Central 
Institute of Classical Tamil 
in Chennai on Wednesday 
via video conferencing, his 
office said. 

The new medical col- 
leges are being established at 
an estimated cost ofabout Rs 
4,000 crore, of which around 
Rs 2,145 crore has been pro- 
vided by the Union govern- 
ment and the rest by the 
Tamil Nadu government, the 
Prime Minister's Office said 
in astatement. 

Prime Minister Modiwill 
inaugurate 11 new govern- 
ment medical colleges 
across Tamil Nadu and the 
new campus of Central Insti- 
tute of Classical Tamil in 
Chennaiat 4PM on January 
12 via video conferencing, it 
said. The districts where the 
new medical colleges are 
being established are 


Virudhunagar, Namakkal, 
Nilgiris, Tiruppur, 
Thiruvallur, Nagapattinam, 
Dindigul, Kallakurichi, 
Ariyalur, Ramanathapuram 
and Krishnagiri. 

Establishment of these 
medical colleges is in line 
with the prime minister's 
constant endeavour to pro- 
mote affordable medical 
education and improve 
health infrastructure in all 
parts of thecountry, the PMO 
said. The new medical col- 
leges, with a cumulative ca- 
pacity of 1,450 seats, are be- 
ing established under the 
centrally-sponsored scheme 
of ‘Establishing of New 
Medical Colleges attached 
with existing district/refer- 
ral hospital. 

Under the scheme, medi- 
cal colleges are established 
indistricts, whichdonothave 
either a government or pri- 
vate medical college, the 
statementsaid. Theestablish- 
ment of a new campus of 
Central Institute of Classical 


Tamil (CICT) in Chennai is 
in line with the prime minis- 
ter's vision to protectand pre- 
serve Indian heritage and 
promote classicallanguages, 
the PMO said. 

The new campus is fully 
funded by the Union govern- 
ment and is built ata cost of 
Rs 24 crore, it said. CICT, 
which was operating froma 
rented building so far, will 
now function from a new 
three-storey campus. The 
new campus is equipped 
with aspacious library, an e- 
library, seminar halls anda 
multimedia hall, the state- 
ment said. 

Anautonomousorganisa- 
tion under the Union minis- 
try of education, CICT is con- 
tributing to the promotion of 
classical Tamil by doing re- 
search activities so as to es- 
tablish the ancientness and 
uniqueness of Tamil lan- 
guage, it said. The institute 
library has arich collection 
of over 45,000 ancient Tamil 
books. (PTI) 
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MPforreopeningtourism Nai Manzil celebrates 78th Awareness prog for Ayush 
flag hoisting by Netaji 


in Wandoor, Jolly Buoy 
once restrictions are gone 


PORT BLAIR, JAN 10/--/The Member of Parliament, Mr. 
Kuldeep Rai Sharma has requested the Lt. Governor to 
reopen tourism in Wandoor, New Wandoor and Jolly Buoy, 
once the ongoing Covid-19 restrictions are over. During a 
recent meeting with the Lt. Governor at Raj Niwas, he 
mentioned that this will open up employment 
opportunities for thousands of people 
once again and also give a much needed 
boost to Tourism industry of Andaman 
and Nicobar Islands. 

The Member of Parliament also 
highlighted that since the last three 
years, Wandoor beach has been Kept 
closed for tourism, which was one of the 
major Tourism destinations and alsoa 
holiday spot for local Islanders. He mentioned that because 
of the closure of Wandoor beach, since the last three years 
hardly any tourist has visited the beach, which has broken 
the backbone of the local economy of the area as roughly 
25-30 percent of people in the Wandoor area were directly 
or indirectly dependent on Tourism. Mr. Kuldeep Rai 
Sharma mentioned that the petty shop owners at Wandoor 
beach, Wandoor jetty area, Hasmatabad, Myamiyo region 
were largely dependent on tourism for their daily bread. 
Other than this, the coconut sellers, hawkers, small dinghy 
owners, tourist vehicle owners/ drivers have also suffered 
heavy loss for this closure. He added that the Jolly Buoy 
Island has also been kept closed, because of which boat 
operators, boat staff and tourism stakeholders are suffering 
heavy losses. Not only this, the tourism activities at New 
Wandoor region are also closed and hence people associated 
with game fishing and small resorts are suffering losses, he 
pointed out. 


Cleanliness drives by YBSSCT 


PORT BLAIR, JAN 10/--/The Yuva Bharat Samaj Seva 
Charitable Trust (YBSSCT organized cleanliness drives in 
collaboration with 
Directorate of RD, PRIs and 
ULBs on Sunday at different 
places in South Andaman. 
Team composed of YBSSCT 
and collaborators (20 
participants) by following 
COVID protocol carried out 
the Cleanliness drive at 
Beodnabad beach. During 
the drive, the members 
encountered huge piles of 
mixed garbage like plastics 
numerous utilities (eg: Juice 
bottles, Water bottles), 
followed by liquor bottles 
(different brands), beverage 
cans (alcoholic and non- 
alcoholic), food packing materials (Aluminum foil, paper 
plates, food packing plastic wrappers), footwears etc. The 
litters were sorted and packed in 55 huge bags and handed 
over to Beodnabad panchayat for further action. Another 
team of YBSSCT (19 participants) carried out a cleanliness 
drive at Hut Bay on the same day from Hut Bay Fish market 
to Tsunami Park. The litter was collected from the roadside 
and park premises in 12 huge bags and handed over to Gram 
Panchayat, Hut Bay for further action. 


ABVP for justified 
changes in internal 
examinations of DBRAIT 


PORT BLAIR, JAN 10/--/ 
The Akhil Bharatiya 
Vidyarthi Parishad (ABVP), 
has requested the Secretary, 
Education and Pondicherry 
University to makes 
justified changes in the 
internal examinations 
conducted by DBRAIT, 
violating the norms and 
regulation prescribed by the 
University. The violations 
that occurred were 
intentional and deliberate. 
Moreover, as per the 
Pondicherry University 
guidelines, total three 
internal tests have to be 
conducted (10 marks each) 
and two better among three 
has to be considered for 
internal assessment The 
students are afraid about 
their future in the due 
course of action by the 
University and college. The 
ABVP has been requested to 
intervene into the matter 
immediately and direct the 
Principal, DBRAIT to 
conduct the _ internal 
assessment test as per the 
curriculum prescribed by 
the Pondicherry University. 


JAY 

















Time:%% am. 


PORT BLAIR, JAN 10/--/ Nai Manzil 
(NGO) headed, Nayapuram celebrated the 
"Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav" at Cresent 
Hostel Building in remembrance of the 
First Flag hoisted by Netaji Subhash 
Chandra Bose on this day in 1943. More 
than 100 senior citizens attended the event 
and were felicitated by presenting shawls. 
Mr. Mohammed Sameer, SHO, Bambooflat 





Police Station was the chief guest on this 
occasion. He emphasized on the importance 
of organizing such an event and extended 
his gratitude to the organizer. Dr. Megha 
Baidhya, PHC, Wimberlygunj and Mr. Saran 
Singh, a Social activist from Port Blair 
attended the event as guest of honour and 
Mr. J.L. Tak senior inhabitant of bambooflat 
also attended the event. 


Twitter Trend by students for closure of colleges in isles 


Skiddhanth Rai Sharma ; : 
oz As COV#D-18 cases are increasing Gay Dy 
day, It & requested to 9 fe 
to Ghose all the echicational \retity 
for antety of the Students from cown-+9 

Sipe mad 
WYSTMsiewie eiouid Coatierise will) Orlin 


Trend 


PORT BLAIR, JAN 10/--/As Covid-19 cases are 
increasing in the islands, for the first time in a Twitter 
run by 
"#CloseCollegesofAndaman". In this, the students 


the students, with hashtag 


demanded closure of the colleges of Andaman & 
Nicobar Islands and continued with online mode of 
study. The trend was started from a tweet by Siddhanth 
Rai Sharma on which a good number of students 
supported and demanded for closing all the educational 
institutions in view of the spike in COVID-19 cases in 
the 3rd wave the islands. Students also demanded for 
going on an online teaching mode. Responding to the 
demands of the students, the administration has 
restricted all kinds of academic gathering. 
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PORT BLAIR, JAN 10/--/ Inthe COVID-19 
pandemic era, increased focus on 
immunity boosting has been emphasized by 
the experts and AYUSH personnel have 
been playing an important role in 
dissemination of this information. In order 
to make them aware about the cultivation 
aspects, an awareness programme on 
"Planting and Aftercare of _ Immunity 
Boosting Plants" was organized on January 
7, 2022 by ICAR-CIARI, Port Blair under 
NABARD-Urban Horticulture Project. The 
programme was formally inaugurated by 
watering a medically important long pepper 
plant. Dr. Pooja Bohra, Scientist, ICAR- 
CIARI welcomed the gathering and 
explained about the objectives of the 
programme. 

Dr. Ajit A. Waman, Scientist, ICAR- 
CIARI gave an elaborative and interactive 
presentation on propagation and cultivation 
practices of medicinally important plants. 
This was followed by a visit of the 
participants to the Institute Demonstration 
Unit on Urban Horticulture, where they were 
acquainted with the ways to utilize small 
urban and peri-urban spaces for cultivation 


Personnel at ICAR-CIARI 


of immunity boosting plants. Practical 
demonstration on nursery raising was also 
done for the benefit of participants. Further, 
they were taken to the Horticultural Plants 
Propagation Unit of the Institute, wherein 
planting material of immunity boosting 
plants is housed. Participants were Keen to 
ask questions about various management 
practices involved in cultivation of these 
plants. They expressed that this exposure 
would help them in establishment and 
management of herbal gardens in the Health 
and Wellness Centres spread across the 
islands. 

At the end of the programme, planting 
material of long pepper, West Indian cherry, 
lemon grass, mango ginger and tejpat was 
distributed to the participants. The 
programme was organized by Dr. Bohra and 
Dr. Waman under the guidance of Dr. E.B. 
Chakurkar, Director, ICAR-CIARI as a part of 
ongoing ‘Azadi ka Amrut Mahotsav' 
celebration. Dr. Kalyan P Kadbhane, Deputy 
Director, AYUSH Hospital, Port Blair along 
with his twelve colleagues attended the 
programme. The programme ended witha 
vote of thanks by Dr. Kadbhane. 
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Like Flu’, Corona 
will also weaken 


Justasmany factors areresponsiblefor good health, 
therearemanyreasons which giveriseto diseases in 
our body. Bacteria play an important role in 
maintaining healthy health. There are two types of 
bacteria in the human body, good and bad. Human 
health deteriorates when the balance of good and 
bad bacteria starts deteriorating. Human society 
has witnessedmany diseases sinceancienttimes. He 
has also faced many epidemics. Many new diseases 
came and remained forever. If we talk about the 
present, then Corona has seriously affected human 
life. This disease, which has taken the form of an 
epidemic, spreads through the air. Along with the 
whole world, Indiaisalso badly affected by Corona. 

There is astrong possibility of a third wave of 
corona in India. Thespeed with whichnewcasesare 
being registered every day, it can be said that our 
problems have increased. At the same time, it 1s not 
less than achallenge for the health sector. Well, itis 
notnewasfar asthe pandemicisconcerned. Experts 
say thatahundred years ago, evenacentury ago, an 
epidemic spreading in the air like this troubled the 
world. There is a lot of uniformity between the flu 
pandemicin1918andthecurrent corona pandemic. 
Today there is talk of the spread of corona from 
China, whereas acentury ago the flu epidemic 
spread from America to the world. As today, Corona 
ismakingitsvictimseven youngandold.Inthesame 
way, the flu epidemic was then targeting the young 
and healthy peopleas well. 

Like today, even in that era, people had shown 
carelessness about this epidemic. However, even 
then restrictions were imposed. The activities ofthe 
public in public places werecompletely prohibited. 
Masks were mandatory when leaving the house. 
Even during that period people were fined for not 
wearing masks. In the event of getting infected, it 
was necessary to follow the rules of isolation and 
social distance even at that time. This flu, which 
came in February, 1918, spread throughoutthe world 
in the next six months. One thing is, as today the 
firepower of the new variant of corona is being said 
to be comparatively weak, similarly then the 
firepower ofthis flu was also weak. Now let's look at 
the symptoms of this new variant of Corona. Like 
Omicron's symptoms, the flu also had symptoms. 
Peopleusedto havecoldand fever in it. However, even 
in thatera, people were careless considering it to be 
amerefever. 

Experts say that today after Delta, anew variant 
of the corona is terrifying human society, similarly 
in the month of October 1918, a dangerous variant 
oftheflu wasrevealed, which caused the death oftwo 
lakh people in America. In the next one year, the flu 
epidemic wascompletely over. However, during this 
period 50 million people of the world died due to flu. 
To avoid the flu, then scientists tried to make a 
vaccine, but they did not get success. Today we have 
avaccine to fight Corona. Itis still with usacentury 
after theflu pandemic. Experts say that wecouldnot 
eliminate the flu from the root; even today it is 
presentintheenvironment. Inthesame way, we will 
never beable toeliminatethecoronaepidemicfrom 
the root. One thing is certain that over time its 
firepower will weaken and it will becomeacommon 
disease. 














The contour of politics in Jammu & Kashmir is set to 
change again the next year 2022. The J&K Delimitation 
Commission has set December 31 as the last day for 
submitting objections on its proposal, and as per the brief 
the Commission is expected to provide its final 
recommendation by April 2022. Ifthe promised restoration 
of statehood for this newly formed Union Territory comes 
through, which is most likely in the backdrop of the 
progress on delimitation exercise, Jammu & Kashmir will 
undergo anew era of politics. 

Presently, the proposed increase of seven seats in J&K 
—six in Jammu and one in Kashmir division — is being 
opposed chiefly by the Kashmir based political parties, 
who find bias in the proposal in favour of Jammu and 
against Kashmir. The Commission has also proposed 
reserving nine seats for STs and seven for SCs, and 
“reservations” has aired by the political parties on this 
proposal of “reservation”. SCs and STs have, however, 
welcomed the proposals for increasing reservation, while 
other communities are opposing. In the last dissolved 
Vidhan Sabha, PDP was the single largest party with 28 
seats, while the BJP was the second largest party with 25 
seats. National Conference had 15 and INC had 12 seats. 
Given this background, increase of six seats in Jammu 
region may make the BJP the largest political party in the 
state, hence the opposition of the draft delimitation 
proposals by the Kashmir based political parties. 

With this draft proposal, political activities in the UT 
has begun after a long gap since August 2019 when the 
Parliament of India had done away with the Article 370 of 
the Constitution of India and with it the special status for 
the state. The state was put under Delhi’s rule. At that time, 
the state was split into two separate Union Territories —J&K 
and Ladakh through an instrument called Jammu and 
Kashmir Reorganisation Act. The Legislative Assembly of 
the State, which was already dissolved by Governor since 


ORE SR 


Dr. Gyan Pathak 


November 21, 2018. The Centre had promised to restore 
statehood for J&K at an opportune time. The presence of all 
the three MPs of the National Conference and two MPs of 
the BJP, who are associate members in the panel, in the 
Commission’s meeting indicate that the political process in 
J&K has not only begun but moving, and the state may 
undergo legislative assembly election in coming months. 
The first meeting of the Commission was held on February 
18, 2021. 

Presently, barring the BJP, almost all mainstream 
political parties in the UT have opposed the proposal and 
have termed the draft proposal as “unacceptable”. 

The J&K People’s Conference, one of the estranged 
constituents of the People’s Alliance for GupkKar 
Declaration has even criticized the National Conference 
alleging a “U-turn” by participating in the delimitation 
exercise. Sajjad Lone, the leader of the J&K People’s 
Conference said, “The recommendations of the 
Delimitation Commission are totally unacceptable. They 
reek bias. What a shock for those who believe in 
democracy.” It must be noted that until recently it was 
being circulated in the political arena that Lone has 
reached an understanding with the BJP on delimitation. 

Farooq Abdullah, the president of the National 
Conference has said that he had “reservations” about the 
recommendations which included quotas for Scheduled 
Castes and Scheduled Tribes. The vice-president of the 
party and his son Omar Abdullah has termed the 
recommendations “deeply disappointing” and alleged that 





the commission appears to have allowed the “political 
agenda of BJP” rather than the data (2011 Census) which 
should have been it’s only consideration. People of Jammu 
regions are happy with this proposal because they have 
been alleging for a long time that their region had less 
number of seats than deserved. If the proposed increase is 
accepted, there would be a balance between the Jammu 
and Kashmir regions. It is alleged that it would benefit the 
BJP, the Kashmir based political parties allege. The 
proposal for increasing reservation is also considered 
beneficial for the BJP. 

In this context the statement of the PDP president 
Mehbooba Mufti is worth noting. She has alleged that she 
had apprehensions about the delimitation and “they want 
to pitch people against each other” indicating the people of 
Jammu vs the people of Kashmir. 

It should be noted that the Legislative Assembly was 
initially composed of 100 seats which was increased to 111 
in 1988. Of these 24 were designated for Pak occupied 
Kashmir, which officially remained vacant as per section 
48 of the then state constitution, now the Constitution of 
India. Since these 24 seats were not taken into account, the 
contestable seats remained only 87. After split of the state 
into two UTs in August 2019, 4 seats went to Ladakh and 83 
seats remained in J&K. Kashmir had 46 seats while Jammu 
had 37. If the draft delimitation proposal is accepted, 
Kashmir will have 47 seats and Jammu 48, making the total 
seat is the Legislative Assembly of Jammu & Kashmir to be 
90. 

It is also worth mentioning here that the Legislative 
Assembly of the J&K state was bicameral prior to August 
2019, when it was made unicameral and the Upper House, 
ie the Legislative Council was done away with. Another 
important change was made in the six years tenure of the 
Vidhan Sabha into five years in line with all the other 
states. (IPA) 
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School children, wearing protective face masks, work ina classroom at the College Jean Renoir Middle Sch 
in Boulogne-Billancourt, near Paris, France---REUTERS 
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Among the bills taken up for discussion 
during the ongoing winter session of 
parliament, the Personal Data Protection 
(PDP) Bill, 2019, is making some noises in 
relevant quarters. After two years of 
deliberations, the JPC report on PDP Bill 
was tabled in both houses of parliament on 
December 16. The JPC recommendations 


Data Protection Billhas many gaps 


PRISE 


Arun Kumar Shrivastav 








impossible not to leave digital footprints 
even if you live on an isolated island! 
Governments are known to be conservative 
rather than broad-minded and liberal. But 
the changing landscape must make them 
rethink and reimagine their roles. Framing 
laws that restrict freedom and put a break on 
technology-driven advancements are 


on the PDP Bill include 3 important and 
potentially controversial elements. 

First, it doesn’t provide any exemption 
to journalists and media houses from 
privacy and data protection laws. It means 
a journalist and media house can be easily 
sued for infringement of privacy or 
personal data. Second, it questions the 
“intermediary” status of social media that 
doesn't own responsibility for what’s 
published on their platforms. So, virtually 
they allow anyone to say anything even 
defamatory claims without any proof. 
Third, the JPC recommends bringing non- 
personal data under the preview of PDP 
Bill. This proposal has a significant bearing 
on businesses that may be forced to disclose 
all kinds of data -- personal and non- 
personal. 

Finally, it recommends empowering 
government agencies particularly the Data 
Protection Authority (DPA) with unlimited 
power in matters of data privacy and 
breach investigations. It also recommends 
punishments for violation of privacy and 
personal data protection laws with jail 
terms and cash fines. 

The opposition and the stakeholders 
such as the media and the businesses will 
raise their voices against the government 


trying to curtail their freedom on the 
pretext of privacy and data protection. 
However, given the low-education level 
among the vast majority of the Indian 
population, the idea of personal data 
protection and how the government might 
try to use it to tighten its grip on people and 
businesses is likely to raise fewer 
eyebrows, notwithstanding, the 
opposition’s fight over the issue. 

However, those who understand the 
matter know privacy and data protection is 
the next big thing after the Internet. Think 
of the cloud, artificial intelligence, 
analytics, and the metaverse — the 
technologies that’s disrupting and 
reshaping the world order have data at the 
core of it. The ownership and piracy of the 
data, and in turn privacy and protection, is 
going to be aserious issue, almost as serious 
as oil or water is today. 

In July 2020, Google CEO Sundar Pichai 
held a virtual meeting with Indian Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi and discussed a 
range of issues including privacy and data 
security. The 46-year-old tech icon of Indian 
origin believes that privacy is "one of the 
most important topics of our time." He 
thinks the idea of privacy is personal and, 
therefore, people should be given clear and 


individual choices on how their data is 
going to be used. In this context, the fact that 
the government has the largest access to 
personal and non-personal data is 
irrefutable. Pichai says, “Work on privacy 
and security is never done.” 

Does that mean the government must 
take people into confidence on how it’s 
going to use personal and non-personal 
data? Shouldn’t the government bring all its 
agencies under the purview of evolving 
data protection and privacy laws? 

A government is not much different 
from the people it rules. So, India might take 
its sweet time before it is able to catch up 
with the latest trends on this front. 

The creator of bitcoin who goes by the 
pseudonym Satoshi Nakamoto is still 
unidentified after 13 years of creating 
software as acurrency that’s threatening to 
disrupt international financial systems. 
Nakamoto is not alone! In the crypto world, 
there are hundreds of NFT creators who go 
by pseudonyms and choose to remain 
anonymous, earning millions of dollars for 
GIFs that exist barely for a few seconds on 
the screen. What’s most interesting is the 
fact that they are successful in staying 
anonymous and out of governments’ 
surveillance in this age and time when it’s 


retrograde at any rate. That must be 
shunned. 

The nearly trillion-dollar company, 
Facebook dropped its name to pick Meta, 
making its choices aligned with what’s 
trending and what holds the future. 
Metaverse is going to be a completely 
anonymous world, where everyone will 
have a digital avatar rather than his or her 
photo on the status. Blockchain will be the 
underpinning technology that is and will be 
beyond any intrusion or surveillance. It will 
have its own ecosystem from money to 
marketplaces, from virtual cities to smart 
contracts, and from NFTs to gaming. 

The governments need to catch up with 
emerging technologies, not compete with 
them. Leave alone policing! They need to 
provide more freedom and an enabling 
environment for the culture of inventions 
and innovations to take root. They must 
project themselves as the protectors of 
freedom and privacy at the same time. 

It’s not the duty of the Opposition every 
time to remind the government that it's 
overshooting its limits. It’s for the 
governments, too, to realise that they are not 
shooting themselves in the foot by their 
decisions. Not letting the media have its 
freedom is surely one such step. (IPA) 
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Emergency personnel from the FDNY provide medical aid as they respond to an 


apartment building fire in the Bronx borough of New York City, US 


NEW YORK, JAN 10 /--/ In one of the 
worst fire accidents in the recent history of 
New York City, 19 people, including nine 
children, were killed in an apartment 
building where a massive blaze broke out 
due to a malfunctioning electric space 
heater. The New York City fire department 
said that approximately 200 of its members 
were operating on the 
scene at the 19-storey 
building in the Bronx 
where the fire started 


around 11 AM _= on 
Sunday.The incident 
comes days after an 
apartment fire in 


Philadelphia killed 12, 
with eight children among 
the dead.New York City 
mayor Eric Adams 
termed it a_ tragedy 
beyond measure .We've 
lost 19 of our neighbours 
today Join me in praying 
for those we lost, 
especially the 9 innocent 
young lives that were cut 
short, Adams said ina 
tweet on Sunday.Over 30 
people were seriously 
injured in the 
incident.Adams said that 
the building housed a 





Smoke billows out from 


— REUTERS 


entire height of the building, which is very 
unusual. Members found victims on every 
floor and in stairwells and were taking them 
out in cardiac and respiratory arrest, he 
said.The 32 people were transported to 
hospitals in life-threatening condition. That 
is unprecedented in our city, Nigro said.A 
"malfunctioning electric space heater" was 
the source of the fire, he 
said, adding that the 
heater was in the bedroom 
of an apartment and the 
fire consumed the room 
and then the entire 
apartment. Firefighters 
kept attempting to save 
people from the building 
despite running out of air 
tanks, Nigro said.Some of 
the residents who were 
trying to leave the 
building could _ not 
"escape because of the 
volume of smoke," he 
said. 

Nigro said that the 
door to the fire apartment 
was left open which 
allowed the fire and 
smoke to spread. This fire 
took its toll on our 
city.The fire department 
issued several messages 


largely Muslim on social media urging 
population, with many Windowsaffer fire broke outat citizens to always close 
immigrants from Africa's an apartment building the door when escaping a 
Gambia.This is a horrific, in Bronx borough fire.Closing the door 
horrific, painful moment — REUTERS Saves lives, the message 


for the City of New York. 

The impact of this fire is going to really 
bring a level of pain and despair to our city 
This is going to be one of the worst fires we 
have witnessed during modern times, 
Adams said at a news conference.Governor 
of New York state Kathy Hochul said the 
city isin shock .It's impossible to go into that 
room where scores of families who are in 
such grief, who are in pain, to see itina 
mother's eyes as I held her, who lost her 
entire family. It's hard to fathom what 
they're going through, Hochul said as she 
joined Adams to provide an update on the 
apartment fire in the Bronx. 

The Governor said that she will 
establish a victims' compensation fund for 
the individuals affected by the fire and to 
help them find new housing and for burial 
costs.Mayor Adams said that over 32 people 
sustained life-threatening injuries, nine 
serious injuries and 22 injuries that are 
non-life-threatening.New York City Fire 
Department Commissioner Daniel Nigro 
described the incident as tragic and said 
that units arrived within three minutes for 
a call ofa fire in the duplex apartment. 

They were met in the hallway with this 
fire, very heavy smoke, very heavy fire. 
Units pushed in. The smoke extended the 


said.Authorities said the 

fire appeared to have been caused by a 
space heater in one of the apartments. 
Meanwhile, mayor Adams said that one 
priority will be to make sure that Islamic 
funeral and burial rites are respected and 
another will be to seek Muslim leaders to 
connect with the residents.The names of 
people who request government assistance 
will not be turned over to Immigration and 
Customs Enforcement, Adams said."We 
want people to be comfortable in coming 
forward, and it's imperative that we connect 
with those on the ground to make sure they 
get that message and that word out," he said. 
Christina Farrell, first deputy 
commissioner of NYC emergency 
management, told CNN's Phil Mattingly on 
Sunday that residents who lived in the 
apartment building are now being housed at 
a middle school next door."We have all the 
residents here. We've been able to give them 
food, a warm space, water, any short-term 
needs that they had. People brought their 
pets and so we are in the process of finding 
people to shelter this evening. We work with 
the Red Cross, we have hotel rooms and have 
other resources available. And so we will be 
making sure every family has a safe, warm 
space to sleep in tonight, Farrell added. (PTI) 
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Minorities in India being 
d by extremist groups, 
alleges Pak PM Imran Khan 





ISLAMABAD, JAN 10 /--/ Pakistan Prime 
Minister Imran Khan on Monday alleged 
that minorities in India were being targeted 
by extremist groups and warned that such 
an agenda "is areal and present threat" to 
regional peace. 

Khan took to Twitter to make the 
allegations in the wake of alleged 
inflammatory and provocative speeches 
against Muslims at an event in Haridwar in 
Uttarakhand held in December.On his 
Twitter handle, Khan also questioned 
whether the BJP government supports the 
call for genocide of minorities in India, 
especially the 200 million Muslim 
community.It is high time international 
community took note & acted, he further 
said.In another tweet, Khan accused the 
BJP-led government of targeting minorities 
in India, adding that the extremist agenda 
is areal and present threat to peace in our 
region.Last month, the Pakistan's ofreign 
office summoned India's charge d'Affaires 
and conveyed its concern over the alleged 
hate speeches made at the Haridwar 
conclave. 

Pakistan conveyed to the Indian side 
that the reported hate speeches were 
viewed with grave concern by the civil 











society and a cross-section of people in the 
country.Held in Haridwar from December 
17-20, the Dharma Sansad was organised by 
Yati Narasimhanand Giri of the Juna 
Akhada, who is already under police 
scanner for making hate speeches and 
inciting violence against Muslims.At the 
event, several speakers allegedly made 
inflammatory and provocative speeches, 
calling for the killing of people from the 
minority community.Two FIRs have been 
lodged against 15 people in the case, 
including Waseem Rizvi who changed his 
name to Jitendra Narayan Tyagi after 
converting to Hinduism recently and 
organiser of the Sansad _ Yati 
Narasimhanand, the head priest of Dasna 
temple in Ghaziabad. 

A five-member Special Investigation 
Team has been constituted to look into the 
matter.India's Supreme Court on Monday 
agreed to hear a Public interest litigation 
(PIL) seeking action against those who made 
hate speeches during the recent conclave.A 
bench headed by chiefjustice N V Ramana 
took note of the submissions of senior 
advocate Kapil Sibal that no action has been 
taken against those who made the hate 
speeches despite registration of FIR.(PTI) 





US, Russia meet fortalks amid 
Tensions linked to Ukraine 


GENEVA, JAN 10 /--/ Senior US and 
Russian officials formally launched special 
talks on strategic stability on Monday as 
part ofa flurry of diplomatic activity in 
Europe this week aimed at defusing 
tensions over a Russian military buildup on 
the border with Ukraine, though no major 
breakthrough was immediately in sight. 

Russian deputy foreign minister Sergei 
Ryabkov and his delegation arrived under 
Swiss police escort at the US diplomatic 
mission for face-to-face talks with Wendy 
Sherman, the US deputy secretary of state, 
and her team.The meeting is part of 
Strategic security dialogue talks launched 
by Presidents Joe Biden and Vladimir 
Putin during a June summit in the Swiss 
city.After an informal working dinner on 
Sunday, Ryabkov predicted difficult talks 
in Geneva that are to be followed by a 
NATO-Russia meeting in Brussels on 
Wednesday and a meeting of the 
multilateral Organisation for Security and 
Cooperation in Europe in Vienna on 
Thursday.Moscow has sought to wresta 
string of concessions from the US and its 
Western allies, including guarantees that 
NATO will no longer expand eastward into 
former Soviet states like Ukraine, along 
whose border Russia has amassed an 
estimated 100,000 troops in steps that have 
raised concerns about a possible deeper 
military intervention there.State 
department spokesman Ned Price said that 
during Sunday's dinner Sherman stressed 
the United States' commitment to the 
international principles of sovereignty, 
territorial integrity and the freedom of 
sovereign nations to choose their own 
alliances ,areference to Ukraine and its 
aspirations of joining NATO. Many 
analysts say any such accession would be 
years away at best. Sherman affirmed that 
the United States would welcome genuine 
progress through diplomacy , Price said in 
a statement. 

The US has played down hopes of 
significant progress this week and said some 
demands like a possible halt to NATO 
expansion go against countries’ sovereign 
rights to set up their own security 
arrangements, and are thus. non- 
negotiable.But US officials have expressed 
openness to other ideas, like curtailing 


possible future deployments of offensive 
missiles in Ukraine and putting limits on 
American and NATO military exercises in 
Eastern Europe if Russia is willing to back 
off on Ukraine.US secretary of state Antony 
Blinken said bluntly Sunday that he doesn't 
expect any breakthroughs in the coming 
week. Instead, he said a more likely positive 
outcome would be an agreement to de- 
escalate tensions in the short term and 
return to talks at an appropriate time in the 
future. But the US will have to see a de- 
escalation for there to be actual progress. It's 
very hard to see that happening when 
there's an ongoing escalation, when Russia 
has a gun to the head of Ukraine with 
100,000 troops near its borders, the 
possibility of doubling that on very short 
order, Blinken said on ABC's This Week . 

The United States, which has emphasised 
that Ukraine's government and those of other 
European countries need to be included in 
the discussions, plans to discuss some 
bilateral issues in Geneva but will not 
discuss European security without our 
European allies and partners , Price said 
Sunday.Amid the Russian military buildup, 
concerns have risen about a broader Russian 
military incursion in Ukraine and the United 
States and its Western allies have vowed 
severe costs for Russia if it happens.Putin's 
government has laid out a list of demands, 
such as seeking guarantees that the NATO 
military alliance won't seek to expand any 
further eastward to countries like Ukraine or 
Georgia, which are former Soviet 
republics.Russia was coming into the talks 
seeking aclearer understanding of the US 
position, and cited signals from Washington 
that some of the Russian proposals can be 
discussed, Ryabkov said, according to state 
news agency Tass on Sunday.He laid out 
Russia's three demands: no further NATO 
expansion, no missiles on Russia's borders, 
and for NATO no longer to have military 
exercises, intelligence operations or 
infrastructure outside of its 1997 borders. 
The Russian side came here with a clear 
position that contains a number of elements 
that, to my mind, are understandable and 
have been so clearly formulated including at 
a high level that deviating from our 
approaches simply is not possible, Ryabkov 
told reporters Sunday. (AP) 


Over 70 Hindu couples tie the knot af mass wedding in Pakistan 





KARACHI, JAN 10 /--/ Dressed 
in colourful clothes and wearing 
traditional handmade garlands, 
over 70 Hindu couples have tied 
the knot at a mass wedding 
ceremony here in Pakistan's 
largest city, according to media 
reports on Monday. 

The mass wedding was 
organised by the Pakistan hindu 
council (PHC) and it was held at 
the Railway Ground located on 
II Chundrigar Road _ on 
Sunday.Every year, for the last 14 
years, MNA Ramesh Kumar 
Vankvani, who is also the PHC 
patron-in-chief, has been 
organising mass weddings for 
poor Hindu families who cannot 
afford to marry off their 
children.The first mass 
wedding, held in 2008, had seen 
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save up and get married, said 
Laxman, who got married to 
Mehek. Vickey and Nandni 
belonged to Ibrahim Hyderi. 
Vicky said that he worked asa 
sweeper with the Karachi 
Metropolitan Corporation. We 
have been engaged for three 
years. I have been trying to save 
up ever since our engagement 
but it was not enough. Finally, we 
decided to get married in a mass 
wedding, Vicky told the 
Dawn.After the wedding each 
couple was presented with pure 
silver jewellery, crockery, 
cooking pots and utensils, along 
witha cheque to help them begin 
their new life.Politician Mangla 
Sharma and several champions 
of interfaith harmony and 
minority rights graced the 
occasion.There are 4.4 million 


35 Hindu couples get married at 
the same time. That figure has 
grown over the years. This year, 
because of safety measures 
related to the coronavirus 
pandemic, we invited only half 
of them to the ceremony, 


Vankvani said, adding that it was 
acultural activity for the Hindu 
community.The event also 
conveys the message to the world 
that our minority communities 
are completely free to hold their 
social events in accordance with 


their religion, he was quoted as 


saying in The News 
International newspaper. As 
many as 72 Hindu couples joined 
in matrimony during the mass 
wedding ceremony. Most of the 
couples had travelled from 


Sindh and were accompanied by 
their parents, relatives and 
friends, the report informed."I 
work as a packer boy ina mobile 
phone company in Korangi. If 
left to me, I would have had to 
wait for several more years to 


Hindus in Pakistan, comprising 
2.14 per cent of the total 
population, according to the 2017 
Pakistan Census, although the 
PHC claims there are around 8 
million in the country. (PTI) 


Paritosh Halder for filling of all 
vacant posts in govt depts. on priority 


PORT BLAIR, JAN 10/--/Mr. Paritosh Kr Haldar, 
President, Andaman Nicobar Democratic Congress and 
former Member, A & N Pradesh Council has urged the 
administration to fill up vacancies lying vacant in various 
departments under the UT administration. In a letter to the 
Chief Secretary, Mr Halder said since last five years, no 
steps have been taken to fill up the vacant posts, neither 
steps being taken for creation of posts for effective 
functioning of the departments under the administration. 

The recent directions of the Lt Governor to various 
heads of departments to start the procedures for filling up 
the vacant on priority basis under the administration has 
been welcomed by the islanders. However, despite 
assurance from the departments, the process for filling up 
these vacancies is not visible. Since 2015, not a single post 
has been filled up in the Education department while 
hundreds of posts are lying vacant in this department. 
Finding no visible steps taken by these departments to fill 
up the vacancies, educated local youth are going restless 
and plan to hold peaceful agitation in front of the 
Directorate of Education, Port Blair, to stage a protest. 

According to information, the authorities in 
government departments are delaying the process to fill-up 
the vacant posts. Delay in starting the recruitment process 
is making some local youth bothered as many of them have 
already become over age and others too will soon cross 
their age limitation. 


Getting vaccinated against 
coronavirus a moral 
obligation: Pope Francis 


ROME, JAN 10 /--/ Pope Francis suggested on Monday 
that getting vaccinated against the coronavirus was amoral 
obligation" and denounced how people had been swayed 
by baseless information to refuse one of the most effective 
measures to save lives. Francis used some of his strongest 
words yet calling for people to get vaccinated in a speech 
to ambassadors accredited to the Holy See, an annual event 
in which he takes stock of the world and sets out the 





Vatican's foreign policy goals for the year.Francis, 85, has 
generally shied away from speaking about vaccination as 
amoral obligation , though his Covid-19 advisory body has 
referred to itas a moral responsibility".Rather, Francis has 
termed vaccination as an act of love and that refusing to get 
inoculated was suicidal.Health care is a moral obligation , 
he asserted. 

Vaccines are not a magical means of healing, yet surely 
they represent, in addition to other treatments that need to 
be developed, the most reasonable solution for the 
prevention of the disease, he added.Some Catholics, 
including some conservative US bishops and cardinals, 
have claimed vaccines based on research that used cells 
derived from aborted fetuses were immoral, and have 
refused to get the jabs.The Vatican's doctrine office, 
however, has said it is morally acceptable for Catholics to 
receive Covid-19 vaccines based on research that used 
cells derived from aborted fetuses. Francis and Emeritus 
Pope Benedict XVI have been fully vaccinated with Pfizer- 
BioNTech shots. Francis repeated his call for universal 
access to the shots, particularly in the parts of the world 
with low vaccination rates, and called for revisions to 
patent rules so that poorer countries can develop their own 
vaccines.It is appropriate that institutions such as the 
World trade organisation and the World Intellectual 
Property Organisation adapt their legal instruments lest 
monopolistic rules constitute further obstacles to 
production and to an organised and consistent access to 
health care on a global level, he said. (AP) 
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(L) A medic administers a Booetek dose of COVID-19 vaccine to a Boleenian: in Bhopal. (R) Booster aay is being administered 
to a senior citizen at Civil Hospital in Lucknow. Drive for administering third dose or ‘precautionary dose’ to priority 
groups - healthcare workers, frontline workers and those aged above 60 years with comorbidities started from today 
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NEW DELHI/PATNA, 
JAN 10 /--/ Defence 
minister Rajnath Singh 
on Monday said he has 
tested positive for Covid- 
19. Ina tweet, Singh said 
he has "mild symptoms" 


and is under home 
quarantine. "I have 
tested positive for 


Corona today with mild 
symptoms. I am under 
home quarantine. I 
request everyone who 
have recently come in my 


contact to isolate 
themselves and_e get 
tested," Singh = said. 


Bihar chief minister 
Nitish Kumar too tested 
positive for Covid-19 and 
is in home isolation, his 
office said on Monday. 
The chief minister's 
office shared the 
information on _ its 
Twitter handle, adding 
that the septuagenarian 
has urged people of the 
state to follow all 
measures which are part 
of the Covid protocol. 
Notably, on Monday last, 
several attendees of his 
‘Janta Ke Durbar Mein 
Mukhyamantri' 
programme had tested 


positive for the 
contagion. A day later, 
many ministers, 


including both deputy 


chief ministers had 
tested positive just 
ahead of a_e cabinet 
meeting. This had 


prompted Nitish_ to 
suspend many of his 
programmes including 
the state-wide 'Samaj 
Sudhar Abhiyan' against 
alcohol consumption, 
and social evils like 


dowry and child 
marriage. In the past one 
week, several _ staff 


members deployed at the 
chief minister's 1, Anne 
Marg, residence have 
been found infected with 
the coronavirus. (PTI) 


Drive for administering precautionary 


dose against Covid kicks off in country 
Lakhs of 60-plus, healthcare workers get 3rd jab 


NEW DELHI, JAN 10 /--/ Lakhs 
of 60-plus citizens and frontline as 
well as health workers queued up 
for their third Covid jab on Monday 
as India began administering a 
precautionary dose against the 
infection, a critical step that comes 
as cases spike alarmingly in the 
country. 

Braving snow, plummeting 
winter temperatures, rain in some 
places or unrelenting sun in others, 
many people could be seen waiting 
their turn outside vaccination 
centers across the vast expanse that 
is India. An estimated 1.05 crore 
healthcare and 1.9 crore frontline 
workers, and 2.75 crore co-morbid 
people in the 60-plus category is 
the estimated targeted population, 
Union health ministry sources said 
as the ramped up vaccination 
drive to increase the Covid 
protection umbrella kicked off -- 17 
days after Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi made_ the 
announcement on December 24. In 
the national capital, which added 
22,751 cases to its tally of infections 
and a positivity rate of 23.53 per 


cent on Sunday, around three lakh 
people who took their second dose 
nine months ago are eligible for their 
third booster dose of the vaccine. 
The vulnerable population -- also 
including personnel deployed for 
election duty will get a 
precautionary jab of the same 
vaccine they took 39 weeks ago, the 
government has said. Slots are 
booked using existing CoWin 
accounts. In Maharashtra, a 
particular area of concern for its 
huge numbers, state health minister 
Rajesh Tope said on Twitter just 
before noon that the state had 
administered 91,648 doses. As the 
immunity booster drive got off the 
ground -- in accordance with what 
several countries are doing to 
enhance protection for their 
populations -- scenes of the elderly 
and others getting another layer of 
protection were replicated in 
villages, towns and cities. In Gujarat, 
chief minister Bhupendra Patel was 
present at an urban health centre in 
the capital Gandhinagar as the drive 
kicked off. The aim is to cover nine 
lakh eligible people in about 3,500 


vaccination centres where more 
than 17,000 health workers would be 
engaged for the purpose, a statement 
from chief minister's office said. His 
Tamil Nadu counterpart M K Stalin 
was on hand too to launch the drive 
in a Chennai centre. The state 
government said in a statement that 
the drive has been initiated 
following instructions from the 
Central government to roll out the 
precaution dose for eligible 
populations. In Madhya Pradesh, 
Bhopal Collector Avinash Lavania 
and Inspector General (Bhopal 
rural) Irshad Wali were among those 
who took the precaution dose ata 
special camp at the collector's office 
in the state capita. "Today, we plan 
to administer the booster dose to at 
least two lakh frontline and 
healthcare workers. The drive will 
be carried out in all vaccination 
centres. At present, we have 1.4crore 
doses. Hopefully, this will help us 
give the booster dose also to 
vulnerable senior citizens in the 
state," a health official in West Bengal 
said as the scheme rolled out. Giving 
details, the official said 22 lakh 


Covid: Hospitalisation low but situation 


may change rapidly, Centre warns states 


NEW DELHI, JAN 10 /--/ Five to 10 per cent of 
the active Covid cases this time so far needed 
hospitalisation but the situation is dynamic and 
may change rapidly, the Centre said on Monday 
and asked states to keep a watch on cases under 
home isolation and in hospitals. During the second 
surge of Covid infections in the country, the 
percentage of active cases that needed hospital 
care were in the range of 20-23 per cent, Union 
health secretary Rajesh Bhushan said in a letter to 
states and Union Territories. The rise in Covid-19 
cases in various parts of the country appears to be 
driven by the Omicron variant as well as by the 
continued presence of Delta, Bhushan said and 
human 
particularly healthcare workers, for Covid 
management. "In the present surge, five to 10 per 
cent of active cases needed hospitalisation so far. 
The situation is dynamic and evolving. Therefore, 
the need for hospitalisation may also change 
Bhushan said. All states and Union 
Territories are advised to keep a daily watch on the 
situation of the total number of active cases, cases 
under home isolation, the number of hospitalised 
cases, cases on oxygen beds, ICU beds and on 
ventilatory support, he wrote. "Based on this 
monitoring, the requirement of healthcare workers 
and their availability health facility wise must also 
be reviewed daily as was done during the second 
surge," the health secretary said. Appreciating that 
while various states and Union Territories initiated 
steps for the establishment of jumbo health 


stressed augmenting 


rapidly," 


resources, 


letter. (PTI) 


facilities, field hospitals, temporary hospitals among 
others, Bhushan said both infrastructure and human 
resources have their limitations. 

Therefore, it is important to conserve healthcare 
workers by initiating staggering wherever possible 
and by restricting elective procedures in the 
hospitals, he advised. It is also important to strictly 
follow the advisory, issued by the health ministry on 
January 9, for managing healthcare workers in Covid 
and non-Covid areas of healthcare facilities. The 
ministry has suggested states and Union Territories 
to earmark different categories of beds in private 
clinical establishments for Covid care. "It must also 
be ensured that charges levied by such health 
facilities are reasonable and there is a mechanism to 
monitor and initiate action in cases of over-charging 
if any," Bhushan said in the letter. He also suggested 
engaging retired medical professionals or MBBS 
students for teleconsultation services and providing 
skill training of community volunteers in basic care 
and management at Covid Care Centres. The health 
secretary also suggested requisition of additional 
ambulances or private vehicles to improve referral 
transport and facilitate seamless transfer of COVID- 
19 cases from home isolation or from Covid Care 
Centres to Covid Dedicated Hospitals. All district 
hospitals and medical college hospitals should be 
used as eSanjeevani teleconsultation hubs. Requisite 
financial resources for this have already been 
provided under ECRP-II to states and Union 
Territories, the Union health secretary said in the 





senior citizens, 10.5 lakh health 
workers, 7.5 lakh frontline personnel 
and 5 lakh doctors in the state are 
scheduled to receive the 
precautionary dose. "As doctors, 
nurses, policemen and healthcare 
and frontline workers got COVID-19 
vaccine doses well before the 
masses, their antibody count has 
touched rock-bottom. Hence, they 
must get the booster dose first so that 
their immunity levels increase," Dr 
Anima Halder, principal of state-run 
Infectious Diseases and Beliaghata 
General Hospital told PTI. The 
Kolkata Municipal Corporation 
(KMC) has opened over 100 urban 
primary health clinics to administer 
the booster dose. Other state-run and 
private establishments are also 
giving the jabs, officials said. The 
country had started administering 
vaccine doses to those in the 15-18 
years age group from January 3. The 
countrywide Covid-19 vaccination 
drive rolled out on January 16 last 
year with healthcare workers getting 
inoculated in the first phase. The 
vaccination of frontline workers 
started from February 2. (PTI) 
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KOLKATA, JAN 10 /--/ Setting aside 
political rivalry, 
Mamata Banerjee on Monday called up 
BJP 
Majumdar -- who was diagnosed with 
COVID-19 a day ago -- to enquire about 
his health, sources in the TMC said. 
Majumdar, 
treatment at acity hospital, got the call 
from Mamata around 11.30 am, 
according to the 
SOULrCEeS. 
conversation lasted 
for around three 
minutes, they said. 
The chief minister 
has sent a fruit 
basket 

Majumdar. 
West Bengal government has been 
sending out fruit baskets for Covid- 
infected people in the state, a gesture 
that has been appreciated on social 
media by many. Majumdar tested 
positive for the disease on Sunday. TMC 
MP Sougata Roy, when approached by 
newspersons, said Mamata does not 
take into account political identities 
during the time of crisis. "This is the 
humane side of Mamata Banerjee. 
Political identities don't matter to her 
when someone is in crisis. This is how 
it should be... 


chief minister 


state president Sukanta 


who is 


undergoing 


The 


for 
The 


"Roy added. (PTI) 


MHA seeks more time to frame rules under CAA 


NEW DELHI, JAN 10 /--/ The 
Union home ministry has 
approached the parliamentary 
committees seeking more time for 
framing rules under the CAA 
through which the Modi 
government wants to grant Indian 
nationality to non-Muslim 
migrants from Bangladesh, 
Pakistan and Afghanistan, 
officials said Monday. 

The Citizenship Amendment 
Act was passed by Parliament on 
December 11, 2019 and the 


Presidential nod was received the 
next day. Subsequently, it was 
notified by the home ministry. 
However, the law is yet to be 
implemented as rules under the 
CAA are yet to be framed. 
According to the Manual on 
Parliamentary Work, the rules for 
any legislation should have been 
framed within six months of 
presidential assent or seek 
extension from the Committees on 
Subordinate Legislation, Lok 


OME AFFAIRS 


Sabha and Rajya Sabha. Since, the yixg = . 


home ministry could not frame 
rules within six months of the 
enactment of the CAA, it sought 
time for the committees -- first in 
June 2020 and then four more 
times. The fifth extension came to 
an end on Monday. 

"We have approached the 
parliamentary committees seeking 
more time. Hopefully, we will get the 
extension," a home ministry official 
told news agency PTI. The Centre 
has already made it clear that the 
Indian citizenship to the eligible 





beneficiaries of the CAA will be 
given only after rules under the 
legislation are notified. The 
objective of the CAA is to grant 
Indian citizenship to persecuted 
minorities like Hindus, Sikhs, Jains, 
Buddhists, Parsis and Christians 
from Pakistan, Bangladesh and 
Afghanistan. Those from these 
communities who had come to India 
till December 31, 2014, facing 
religious persecution there, will not 
be treated as illegal immigrants and 
given Indian citizenship. (PTI) 


SC To set up panel 
neaded by ex-judge 
to probe breach 
in PM's security 


Inquiries by Centre, 


a lal (olome fom j fo \'{-To 


NEW DELHI, JAN 10 /--/ The Supreme Court Monday 
said it would set up a panel headed by its former judge to 
probe the security breach during Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi's recent visit to Punjab and stayed the parallel 
inquiries by committees of the Centre and the state 
government into the lapses. Stressing that the apex court 
was not undermining the importance of the security of the 
Prime Minister and dealing it with all seriousness, a bench 
headed by Chief Justice of India (CJI) N V Ramana said 
that the separate inquiries by panels set by the Centre and 
the state government will be stayed. The bench, also 
comprising Justices Surya Kant and Hima Kohli, took note 
of the submissions of Solicitor General Tushar Mehta 
about the time frame within which the court-appointed 
panel should give the report and said it will keep this aspect 
in mind. The apex court was hearing the plea of an 








organisation, Lawyers Voice, seeking a thorough 4 
investigation into the breach in Modi's security in Punjab 
to ensure there is no such incident in the future. On 
January 5, the Prime Minister's convoy was stranded ona 
flyover due to a blockade by protesters in Ferozepur after 
which he returned from poll-bound Punjab without 
attending any event, including arally. We are thinking on 


these lines... 


One retired Supreme Court judge will head 


the committee and the members would be DGP (Director 
General of Police) of Chandigarh, the Inspector General 
of the NIA (National Investigation Agency), the Registrar 
General of the Punjab and Haryana High Court and one 
more person from Punjab...and he can be Additional DGP 
(Security), the CJI observed, hinting at the broad 
parameters of the proposed order which will be passed 
later. The apex court also took note of the concerns of the 
Punjab government that its officials are being condemned 
by the Centre’s panel without any proceedings and 
ordered, all inquiries should stop. 

At the outset, Advocate General and senior advocate D 
S Patwalia, appearing for the Punjab government, said: I 
don't think that I will get a fair hearing because there is 
some politics behind it also. My fear has come true as seven 
show cause notices have been sent to the state officials 
ranging tom the chief secretary to the SSP by the central 
government's committee saying you are guilty...Please 
hang me and my Officers if we are guilty but please do not 
condemn us unheard, the state's law officer said, adding 
that an independent committee be set up as he 
apprehended that the state officials will not get fair 
hearing before the Centre's panel. The committee's 
inquiries were put on hold, where have these show cause 
notices come from, Patwalia asked and this led the apex 
court to express its displeasure. The bench referred to the 
state government officials being issued show cause notices 
despite the panels being asked to hold their hands till 
January 10, and asked what purpose would remain for the 
court to intervene. "Your show- cause notice is totally self- 
contradictory. By constituting a committee you seek to 
enquire if there was a breach and then you hold state chief 


secretary and the DGP guilty. Who held them guilty... 


The 


state and the petitioner want a fair hearing and you cannot 
be against a fair hearing. So why this administrative and 
fact-finding enquiry by you atall,” the bench asked. The 
show-cause notices were issued before the order of the 
court, the Solicitor General replied, adding that the central 
government's panel may be allowed to inquire into the 
lapses, and areport would be submitted to the bench. 
Moreover, the show-cause notices were based on 
admitted non-compliance of statutory schemes , Mehta 
said and referred to various provisions of the blue book' 
relating to the SPG, the Prime Minister's security and the 
role of the local police. The bench then said that both the 
committees should be permitted to continue with the 
inquiries. "Asking them to reply within 24 hours, after our 
order...it is not expected of you," the bench said. "To say it 


is not expected of you’, 
', Mehta said, adding that the Prime 


circumstances' 


is a bit harsh under the 


Minister's security is of paramount importance. We are not 
undermining the importance of the security of the Prime 
Minister... We are taking up the matter with all seriousness. 
Please do not be under the impression that we are not 
giving the importance, the bench said. There is a breach 
and the state too has admitted it, but the other issues are 
questions of facts and they have to be seen by independent 
persons, the bench said. If you want to take disciplinary 
action against the state officers then what remains for this 
court to do, the bench asked. (PTT) 
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Commendable 
performance of 
Metro RPF in 2021 


EOI CORRESPONDENT 


KOLKATA, JAN 10/--/Metro Railway has been constantly 
taking initiatives to improve passenger amenities and 
safety as well as security arrangements in the Metro 
premises. Metro RPF has remained vigilant and shown 
exemplary performances in 2021 to ensure passenger safety 
and tackle any untoward incident in the Metro premises. 

In the just concluded year i.e. 2021, on-duty RPE staff 
have foiled five suicide attempts in the Metro and saved 
lives of Metro commuters. RPF staff have also rescued five 
lost children (03 boys & 02 girls) from the Metro premises 
and united them with their parents. 

Kolkata Metro is known for its high standard of 
cleanliness. Regular announcements and campaigns are 
conducted regularly to seek co-operation from commuters 
to maintain the cleanliness. Metro RPF also remained 
vigilant to stop any littering activity. In the last year, 52 
cases of nuisance, spitting, smoking and littering etc. were 
registered and appropriate actions were taken against the 
offenders. RPF has also registered 19 cases under Railway 
Act with the arrest of 24 persons and they were prosecuted 
under the Act. In 2021, 06 persons were detained in the 
Metro premises for carrying unaccounted gold jewellery 
and precious stones weighing around 1958.45 gms (worth of 
Rs. 1.22 crore) and all of them were handed over to the 
concerned police stations for further legal action. 

A Security Helpline Number (9007041789) and an 
Woman Helpline Number (9007041908) have been 
operational for Metro commuters to seek help from the RPF 
in case of any emergency. In 2021, 9986 calls were received 
in these two numbers and necessary steps were taken as 
well as necessary helps were provided to the Metro 
commuters. During the year, 59 passengers who suddenly 
felt unwell in the Metro premises were attended and 
provided with proper medical assistance. 

Metro RPF were found equal to the task by recovering 
left behind mobile phones, laptops, purses, bags etc. 
containing valuable items worth Rs. 21, 20,285/- on 146 
occasions. After proper verifications, all the recovered 
items were handed over to their owners. 

In order to prepare Metro RPF personnel to tackle any 
emergency, unarmed combat training has been imparted to 
20 lady RPF personnel so that they can handle offences 
related to woman and children competently. 05 Quick 
Response Teams (QRT) have been deployed at different 
Metro stations in order to boost security arrangements and 
ensure prompt response during crisis after imparting 15 
days rigorous training to the members of these teams. 

Apart from these, in the wake of Covid pandemic, RPF 
personnel also regularly conducted 'No Mask, No Metro' 
campaigns at all Metro stations and in running trains 
throughout the year to sensitize commuters about Covid 
protocols and ensure proper maintenance of these 
protocols. 


‘Saharasri' undergoes 
neurological (brain) surgery 


EOI CORRESPONDENT 


MUMBAI, JAN 10/--/'Saharasri' Subrata Roy Sahara has 
very successfully undergone neurological (brain) surgery 
done by Dr. Manish Srivastava 
at Kokilaben Hospital, 
Mumbai, recently, sources 
informed. 

He was detected witha 
brain disease recently and 
advised for the brain coiling 
and it was done by fixing stent 
and Endo saccular device. 

'Saharasri' Subrata Roy 
Sahara is fine and has been 
discharged from hospital, 
today, 10th January, 2022. 
'Saharasri' has praised very 
highly of thedoctor and staff 
of Kokilaben Hospital for the hospital's excellence in 
treatment, services and his speedy recovery. 


New CPRO of SER 
takes charge 


EOI CORRESPONDENT 





KOLKATA, JAN 10/--/K S 
Anand has taken over the charge 
of Chief Public Relations Officer 
(CPRO) of South Eastern 
Railway w.e.f. 7th January, 2022. 
Prior to this, Shri Anand was 
Deputy Chief Commercial 
Manager (Freight Marketing) of 
South Eastern Railway. Le 
Mr Anand, an Indian Railway © 

Traffic Service (IRTS) Officer, [= 
has worked in various important 
capacities like Senior Divisional  \ x 

Safety Officer, Chakradharpur, ays 

Senior Divisional Commercial Manager, Adra, Principal, 
Zonal Railway Training Institute, Sinietc. He has keen 
interest in sports and socio-cultural activities. 
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of Railways along with 
General Managers (GMs) 


EOI CORRESPONDENT 


NEW DELHI, JAN 10/--/ 
In context of recent surge 
in COVID cases across the 
country, Shri Ashwini 
Vaishnaw, Minister of 
Railways, directed the 
senior officials of various 
Railway zones’~ and 
divisions to facilitate use 
of Railway hospitals and 
health infrastructure for 
general public. Shri V K 
Tripathi, Chairman & 
Chief Executive Officer, 
Railway Board, Board 
Members and_ senior 
officials of the Ministry 


& Divisional Railway 
Managers (DRMs) of all 
Zonal Railways/PUs 
joined the meeting 
virtually. 

In the review meeting, 
Shri Vaishnaw examined 
the following aspects 


related to COVID 
Preparedness: 
*Railway Hospital 
Infrastructure 
*Paediatric Ward 
functioning 


*Vaccination- 
Vaccination of Children 
and staff of Railways 


* 
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Asa part of ER's endeavour to maximize the COVID vaccination, Kanchrapara Workshop Hospital of Eastern 
Railway conducted a COVID Vaccination Programme for adolescent age group at Kendriya Vidyalaya No. 2 (KV- 
2) of Kanchrapara. Altogether, 102 students of Class XI & XII were vaccinated towards extended immunization 


programme--EOI Photo 


‘Meri Saheli' team of N. F. Railway 
Gch GH Asc Oe 


oe OE: 


EOI CORRESPONDENT 


MALIGAON, JAN 10/--/ 
With the objective to 
provide enhanced safety 
and security to lady 
passengers travelling by 
trains, ‘Meri Saheli' team of 
Northeast Frontier Railway 
is now being provided with 
high technological 
equipments. Anshul Gupta, 
General Manager of N. F. 
Railway has accorded 
sanction for 75 Body Worn 
Cameras and 18 Tablet 
Computers for effective 


® 0o 
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implementation of 'Meri 
Saheli' initiative over the 
zone. 

In addition to provision 
of Tabs and Body Worn 
Cameras, the N. F Railway is 
the only zone in Indian 
Railway that has provided 
facilities of networking 
through 24 Wireless Access 
Points located at 24 stations. 
With this enhanced 
facilities, the concerned 
Security Control of 
Railway Protection Force 
can remain in regular touch 
with the mobile RPF teams 


to be able to seamlessly 
intimate/update the latter 
as well as the ground RPF 
and GRP units on real time 
basis for taking requisite 
action. 

As per Railway Board's 
directive, "Meri Saheli" 


initiative has been 
implemented over 
Northeast Frontier 


Railway. Objective of this 
initiative is to provide 
safety and security to lady 
passengers for their entire 
train journey from starting 
to destination stations. 


"Meri Saheli' teams interact 
with lady passengers and 
collect their berth/seat 
numbers etc. at their 
boarding stations and relay 
the same through 
spreadsheets to the enroute 
RPF units. 

With the provision of 
Tabs and Body Worn 
Cameras over a networked 
system, RPF teams will be 
able to transmit/exchange 
the information/data 
relating to lady passengers 
seamlessly on real-time 
basis. 


ER accomplished long 
pending construction 
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work in record time 





ER's Howrah Division renovated a century old railway bridge within record time--EOI Photo 


EOI CORRESPONDENT 


KOLKATA, JAN 10/--/ 
Eastern Railway is 
maintaining continuous 
efforts for renovation of 
old tracks, bridges & 
improving safety aspects 
towards increasing 
sectional speed for faster 
movement of both 
passenger and _ goods 
traffic. Even during the 
peak of 1st & 2nd wave of 
COVID-19 Pandemic, 
Eastern Railway has 
managed to complete 
many long- pending 
construction & 
development works in the 
Shadow of lockdown, 
thereby, converting crisis 
into opportunities. 
Marching ahead in this 
direction, Eastern 
Railway's Howrah 
Division has renovated 





important Railway 
bridge No. 206 between 
Chatra & #£=Murarai 
stations at Sahibganj 
loop within record span 
of seven (7) hours. 


*Howrah Division 
renovated a century 
old Railway Bridge 

within record time 


*Replaced 
important Bridge 
Girder within only 
07 hours to enhance 
sectional speed 


This century old 
bridge on Sahibganj loop 
line was built in 1908 and 
was working with speed 
restriction of 50 KMPH 
considering the safety 
constraints. Traffic & 
Power block for 8:00 hrs. 
was planned on 





including provisioning of 
booster dose to frontline 
workers of Railways 


* Availability of 
medicines, oxygen supply, 
zeolite stock and other 


09.01.2022 for renovation 
and replacement. of 
bridge girders by welded 
plate girders, but the 
entire work was 
completed within just 
seven(7) hours. Proper 
planning and 
coordination among 
Engineering and other 
departments of ER made 
it possible to complete the 
herculean work even 
before the scheduled 
block time in spite of 
difficult pandemic as well 
as geographical 
condition. The cost of 
replacement of bridge 
girders is approximately 
Rs. 1.08 crore .This work 
will help in removing the 
existing speed restriction 
and gradually increasing 
sectional speed from 
existing 50 KMPH to 105 
KMPH. 


necessary medical 
support and functioning 
of ventilators, Liquid 
Medical Oxygen Tanks, 
and other equipment 
which is critical in COVID 
treatment 
*Commissioning of 
Oxygen Plants (out of 
total sanctioned oxygen 
plants, 78 have already 
been commissioned and 


17 are yet to be 
commissioned) 
*Creating awareness: 
*Increasing the 
frequency of 
announcements at 


Railway stations about 


In the shadow of this 
traffic block for mega 
event, ER's Howrah 
Division also carried out 
multi-faceted 
maintenance and other 
important works viz. 
ballast cleaning of track 
for a length of 1.2 km by 
FRM Machine, greasing 
of fish plate, welding & 
rail joint renewal, 
erecting of columns of 
Foot Over Bridge at 
Murarai and overhead 
equipment (OHE) 
maintenance work etc. 
Thus, the block was 
utilized for many 
purposes reducing 
requirement of more 
traffic blocks for 
individual case and 
thereby as a step forward 
towards maintaining 
punctuality in train 
operations. 





masking up, sanitisation 
of hands and other 
precautionary measures 

*Discouraging entry 
of people without mask 
at Railway stations 

*Running drives to 
promote wearing of 
mask and other 
precautionary measures 

*To review’ the 
running of special 
stations for/to in case of 
emergency and/or 
sudden surge in number 
of passengers/migrants 
at Railway stations 
during current situation 
of COVID. 
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KOLKATA, JAN 10/--/In view of Traffic-cum-Power Block 
for launching of Limited Height Subway between 
Bowaichandi and Masagram in Adra Division, the following 
trains will be regulated as under: 

08094 Bankura - Masagram MEMU Passenger Special 
leaving Bankura on 11.01.2022 will short terminate at 
Bowaichandi. 

08097 Masagram - Bankura MEMU Passenger Special 
leaving Masagram on 11.01.2022 will short originate from 
Bowaichandi 

Therefore, the service of 08094/08097 will remain 
cancelled between Bowaichandi- Masagram - Bowaichandi 
on 11.01.2022. (EOIC) 


ERtorunEMU 
special Trains during 
Gangasagar Mela 


EOI CORRESPONDENT 






KOLKATA, JAN 10/--/To clear the anticipated rush of 
pilgrims during Gangasagar Mela-2022, Eastern Railway 
will run 12 Galloping EMU Mela Special trains between 12 
& 17 January, 2022 from Sealdah South/Kolkata/ 
Lakshmikantapur/Namkhana /Kakdwip. Besides, 03 
regular local trains in the section will be extended during 
the aforesaid period. 

Out of 12 EMU Mela special, 03 trains will leave from 
Sealdah South, 02 trains from Kolkata station, 05 trains from 
Namkhana, 01 train from Lakshmikantapur and 01 train 
from Kakdwip. 

These Mela Special trains will leave Sealdah South at 
6.15 hrs., 14.40 hrs., 16.24 hrs., from Kolkata station at 7.35 
hrs. & 21.30 hrs. and in return direction from Namkhana at 
09.10 hrs., 11.18 hrs., 18.35 hrs., 19.05 hrs. & 02.05 hrs, from 
Kakdwip at 14.40 hrs and from Lakshmikantapur at 23.15 
hrs. 

On 14.01.2022, the Kolkata - Namkhana Down Galloping 
EMU special via Majerhat - Ballygunj - Laxmikantapur will 
leave from Sealdah instead of Kolkata station. 

On 16.01.2022 (Sunday), EMU trains’. in 
Lakshmikantapur - Namkhana - Lakshmikantapur section 
will run as weekday's service. 

The Galloping Mela Special trains will stop at 
Ballygunj, Sonarpur, Baruipur, Lakshmikantapur, 
Nischindapur & Kakdwip stations. 


Booster shotvaccination 
started atB.R. Singh Hospital 


EOI CORRESPONDENT 


KOLKATA, JAN 10/--/COVID cases are escalating sharply 
during last few days in its so called 3rd wave. To tide over 
the difficult pandemic situation, Eastern Railway's B.R. 


Singh Hospital is putting in enormous efforts so that train 
services are not hampered or halted. 

B.R. Singh Hospital is equipped with substantial no. of 
ICU beds and general beds, all equipped with 
uninterrupted supply of liquid Oxygen for which a Liquid 
Oxygen Generation Plant has also been installed recently 
there. 

In an endeavour to avoid further deterioration of COVID 
crisis, booster dose of COVID vaccine for health care 
workers, front liners and 60 plus beneficiaries has been 
started today at B.R. Singh Hospital. About 60 beneficiaries 
were vaccinated today with the 3rd/booster dose. Moreover, 
372 beneficiaries within adolescent age group (15 to 17 
years) are vaccinated till date. Alone in B.R. Singh Hospital, 
a whooping total of 99008 beneficiaries have been 
vaccinated till date. 

As asuper-speciality hospital of Eastern Railway, B.R. 
Singh Hospital is spearheading the fight against COVID 
pandemic with its hardworking, dedicated and devoted 
doctors, paramedical & support staff. 


Regulation of Circular Railway 
train on 'Makar Sankranti’ 


EOI CORRESPONDENT 


KOLKATA, JAN 10/--/For facilitating Holy bath in the 
river Ganges on the occasion of "Makar Sankranti", 
morning services of Circular Railway trains will be 
controlled on 14.01.2022 (Friday). 

Accordingly, the following arrangements in train 
running have been made: 

*Four pairs of Circular Railway EMU locals will be 
short terminated at/originated from Tala station. 

*Two pairs will be diverted to terminate at/originate 
from Sealdah (North) 

*Two trains will be diverted via Kankurgachi - 
Ballygunge route to Majerhat and two trains will be 
diverted via Ballygunge - Dumdum Jn. route from 
Majerhat. 

*One pair will be diverted to terminate at/originate 
from Ballygunge. 

*One pair Circular Railway local short terminate at/ 
originated from Ballygunge and diverted via Ballygunge- 
Kankurgachi. 

*One pair Circular Railway local will remain cancelled 
on that day. 
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I am absolutely fit but can't risk Siraj as he isn't ready to play 3rd Test: Virat 
hh 
| | , 
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CAPE TOWN, JAN 10 /--/ India captain 
Virat Kohli on Monday said he will return 
to the team for the series-deciding third 
Test against South Africa here as he is 
"absolutely fit" but ruled out the 
participation of pacer Mohammed Siraj. 
Kohli, who missed the second Test because 
of an upper back spasm, had nets with the 
rest of the team at Newlands on Sunday. 
He batted without any visible discomfort, 
."lLam 
absolutely fit," Kohli said at the pre-match 
press conference. However, he added that 
Siraj will not feature in the game after he 
injury in 
Johannesburg, where India lost by seven 
wickets. "Siraj is obviously recovering 
from the (hamstring) niggle he had in the 
last game and at present, I don't think he 
is match-ready to take the field in the third 
Test. "You cannot obviously risk a guy 
who is not at 110 per cent as a fast bowler 
and we know how important that is as the 
little niggle he had can extend into an 
injury," the skipper said. "Siraj is not up 
to the mark," he added. However, the 
skipper did not say whether Ishant 
Sharma will get the nod ahead of Umesh 


lunging forward to play the drives 


suffered a hamstring 


Yadav. "As I said, we are yet to sit 


myself, the head coach and vice-captain to 


decide what we want to do 


replacement," he said. "And I say that 
because of our bench strength and it's 
difficult for us to figure out as everyone is 


down, 


about 


bowling well, batting well, these things 110 per cent as a 


become a point of contention and we need 
to have a healthy discussion on a decision 
on that and just that everyone feels 
balanced (okay) about it,"" he explained. 
"But 1am happy being in this position 
sitting here trying to decide who is going 
to play rather than having other options." 
Team India will look to bounce back in the 
third and final Test of the series, which is 
scheduled to begin here Tuesday. 
kicked off the South Africa tour ona 
perfect note, crushing the hosts by 113 
runs in the series-opener at Centurion. 
However, the Proteas won the second 
game to leave the three-match series level \ 


at 1-1. (PTI) 


India 





fast bowler and 
we know how 
important that Is 
as the little niggle 
he had can extend 
into an injury. 
Siraj is not 
_ upto the mark 
\ —Virat Kohli 





Transition in teams happens naturally and you can't 
force conversations: Kohli on Rahane-Pujara form 





CAPE TOWN, JAN 10 /--/ India 
captain Virat Kohli on Monday 
made it clear that the current team 
management is not thinking of 
phasing out under-pressure senior 
players Cheteshwar Pujara and 
Ajinkya Rahane as "transitions" 
can't be forced on individuals 
based on mere "conversations". 
While both the senior players 
have found some form with fifties 
in the lost second Test against 
South Africa but prolonged 
inconsistency has given rise to 





questions on whether it is 
becoming unfair on the likes of 
Shreyas Iyer and Hanuma Vihari, 
who are forced to sit out despite 
decent performances. With Iyer 
scoring a hundred and fifty on 
debut in the hone series against 
New Zealand and Vihari hitting an 
unbeaten 40 in his comeback Test 
in Johannesburg, Kohli was asked 
whether conversations have 
started on how to handle the 
transition phase and the skipper 


nipped it in the bud. "Well, I 
obviously can't pinpoint when we 
will have a talk on transition. The 
game itself pans out ina way that 
transitions happen. It can't be 
forced by individuals," Kohli put 
forth his point pretty succinctly. 
He came in defence of his senior 
teammates. "If you look at the last 
Test, the way Jinx and Pujara 
batted, in second innings, that 
experience is obviously priceless 
for us, especially in series like 
these where we know that these 


guys have done the job in the past. 
"These guys have performed in 
Australia the last time we were 
there. In the last Test, they played 
crucial knocks in crucial 
situations and that has a lot of 
value." The skipper was of the 
Opinion that conversations 
regarding transitions with 
individuals (no names taken) 
could be tricky and one should let 
that happen organically. "I feel, 
transitions do happen and they 


happen naturally. Conversations 
can't be forced around transitions 
is what I feel. "When the transition 
happens, everyone knows which 
direction the team is going, that'sa 
very natural progression and I 
think we should leave transition to 
unfold itself and not necessarily 
force individuals in tricky or 
difficult situations," he said. 
Acceptance of mistake is the first 
sign of improvement, feels the 
Indian Test captain as he spoke 
extensively about Rishabh Pant's 


rash shot in the second innings at 
Johannesburg and put it in context 
with a piece of advice received 
from his predecessor Mahendra 
Singh Dhoni which became a 
thumb rule for him. "MS Dhoni, at 
the start of my career, had given 
me a fabulous piece of advice. 
Between your first and second 
mistake, there should be a 
minimum gap of seven to eight 
months and then only can you 
prolong your career. "That got 


ingrained in my system that I will 
not repeat the same mistake," 
Kohli said in reference to Pant's 
dismissal while trying to give 
Kagiso Rabada the charge in 
Johannesburg. But he did mention 
that he and coach Rahul Dravid 
have had some serious 
conversations with Pant about that 
mode of dismissal. "We have had 
conversations with Rishabh at 
practice. When a batter plays a 
particular stroke, he is the first 
one to know whether it was a 
correct shot to play in that 
particular situation," the skipper's 
answer was Clear enough as to how 
he felt. "As long as an individual, 
one accepts the responsibility, I 
think, then only can you make 
proper progress. We have all been 
out at some point at important 
stages of a match in our careers. 

"Sometimes because of 
pressure, sometimes because of 
our own mistake and some other 
times when a bowler shows quality 
skills. You need to understand 
what was the mind-set at that 
particular moment when you took 
a certain decision," he explained. 
"The more we learn to accept our 
mistakes, the better players we 
become. We improve and ensure 
that (mistakes) are not repeated," 
Kohli said. He is confident that 
Pant will not repeat his mistakes 
and make his opportunities count. 
"He will make sure that next time 
in an important situation, he will 
stand up and take responsibility 
and give an impact performance." 
(PTI) 


Ashwin can continue to play spin 
all-rounder's role in any conditions: Kohli 


CAPE TOWN, JAN 10 /--/ Ravichandran 
Ashwin can play the all-rounder's role in 
any conditions, India skipper Virat Kohli 
said on Monday, impressed by the premier 
off-spinner's consistency with both bat and 
ball in recent years. Kohlisaid Ashwin has 
filled in the void left by the injured 
Ravindra Jadeja in an outstanding manner. 
After their setback in Centurion, the hosts 
South Africa bounced back strongly in the 
second Test at Wanderers to chase downa 
tricky 240 and level the three-match series 
at 1-1. "Jadeja's value everyone 
understands and what he has done for the 
team, but I think Ash has been playing 
that role pretty well for us," Kohli said 
on the eve of the third and final Test 
here. "Ash knows that his game has 
come forward by leaps and bounds 
especially bowling overseas. He 
understands that himself from 
Australia onwards." Ashwin playeda 
stellar knock of 46 from 50 balls and 
was the team's second highest scorer, 
after stand-in skipper KL Rahul's 50, as 
India managed 202 all out in the first 
innings of the second Test. While 
Ashwin returned wicket-less in the first 
innings, the off-spinner bagged 1/26 
from his 11.4 overs in South Africa's 
second essay, as they hosts secured a 
seven-wicket win to restore parity. "If 
you look at his batting contribution in 
the last Test and the way he bowled in 
the second innings I think that's an 
outstanding contribution to the team. 
"He's ina very comfortable space where he's 
willing to contribute to the team and he's 
doing so in the right intention, in the right 
way," Kohli said, giving full support the 
senior player. Jadeja had suffered a right 
forearm injury during the first Test against 
New Zealand in Kanpur and after 
undergoing scans, he was diagnosed witha 
swelling on his forearm that ruled him out 
of the South Africa tour. Kohli said it does 


ISL: Test for SCEB's defence 
against attacking Jamshedpur FC 


BAMBOLIM, JAN 10 /--/ SC East Bengal's resurgent 
backline will be put to test when they take on a strong 
Jamshedpur FC side in a Hero Indian Super League match 
here on Tuesday. SCEB dished outa gritty display against 
heavyweights Mumbai City FC ina goalless draw. It was the 
first clean sheet for the wooden spooners and despite 
having only one foreign player, Daniel Chima Chukwu on 
the starting eleven, Renedy Singh made sure his wards 
never gave up. SCEB is in the rock-bottom of the points 
table for quite some time now, winless in the first half of 
the season and having just six points from 10 games. 
Plagued with injuries to as many as three foreign 
players and key frontman Antonio Perosevic out with 
suspension, Renedy will have his task cut out against the 
likes of Greg Stewart and Peter Hartley in attack and 
defence respectively. SCEB will be without the services of 


the other 
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foreign defenders Tomislav Mrcela and Franjo Prce, both 
of whom are nursing injuries. The red and gold brigade 
suffered another setback in the last game when Joyner 
Lourenco picked up a knock. Jamshedpur, on the other 
hand, is on the opposite side of the spectrum. They are 
fourth in the table and a win against SCEB will take them 
further up in the ladder and within touching distance of the 
top-spot depending on other results. The Owen-Coyle 
coached side got back to winning ways with a win over 
NorthEast United and will fancy their chances againsta 
depleted SCEB. Coyle will be pleased by the fact that 
Jordan Murray has proved he can lead the attack with the 
Australian forward finding the back of the net in the last 
game. (PTI) 


not really matter to him when he has either 
Ashwin or Jadeja at his disposal. "When 
you have these two quality cricketers one or 
it really doesn't matter. 
Unfortunately, Jadeja has had an injury. 
"But Ash has obviously done the job in his 
absence and we have full faith that Ash can 
continue to play that role of spinning all- 
rounder for us in any condition that we 
play," he asserted. Kohli was ruled out of 
the first Test because of a sore back and in 
his absence KL Rahul stepped in to lead the 
team. The selectors had made Rahul Kohli's 
deputy for the tour, keeping mind Ajinkya 





Rahane's indifferent form and to groom the 
Bengaluru player as future India captain. 
Giving his take on his Rahul's leadership, 
Kohli said he had a balanced approach but 
the Proteas outplayed India with their 
superlative chase "He (Rahul) has handled 
itina balanced way. What I saw from his 
plans and field placements that he tried his 
best to get wickets and breakthroughs in the 
second innings. (PTT) 


BCCI postpones 
Cooch Behar Trophy 
knockout games 
after massive 
COVID-19 outbreak 


MUMBAI, JAN 10 /--/ The 
BCCI on Monday 
postponed the knockout 
games of U-19 Cooch 
Behar Trophy followinga 


massive COVID-19 
outbreak among the 
participating teams. 


Around 50 positive cases 
across eight teams were 
detected ahead of the 
knockout stage 
beginning in Pune on 
Tuesday, PTI has learnt. 

"The Board of Control 
for Cricket in India (BCCI) 
on Monday announced 
the postponement of the 
knockout stage matches 
of the Cooch Behar 
Trophy following some 
positive COVID-19 cases 
within the team 
environment. "Keeping 
everyone's health and 
safety in mind, the 
knockout matches to be 
held in Pune have been put 
on hold until further 
notice. The BCCI had 
conducted 93 matches 
across 20 venues in the 
league stage. "The Board 
will continue to monitor 
the situation and identify 
a new window once the 
situation improves," said 
the BCCI in a statement. 
Last week, the BCCI was 
forced to postpone all 
domestic events including 
the premier Ranji Trophy 
due to a surge in COVID- 
19 cases across the 
country. (PTI) 





MELBOURNE, JAN 10 /--/ Tennis 
star Novak Djokovic on Monday wona 
court battle to stay in Australia to 
contest the Australian Open despite 
being unvaccinated against CIOVID- 
19, but the government threatened to 
cancel his visa a second time. Federal 
Circuit Court Judge Anthony Kelly 
reinstated Djokovic's visa, which was 
canceled after his arrival last week 
because officials decided he didn't 
meet the criteria for an exemption to 
an entry requirement that all non- 
citizens be fully vaccinated. The 
judge also ordered the government to 
release Djokovic within 30 minutes 
from a Melbourne quarantine hotel 
where he has spent the last four 
nights. Government lawyer 
Christopher Tran told the judge after 
the ruling that the minister for 
Immigration, Citizenship, Migrant 
Services and Multicultural Affairs, 
Alex Hawke, will consider whether to 
exercise a personal power of 
cancellation. That would mean 
Djokovic could again face deportation 
and could miss the Australian Open, 
which starts on Jan. 17. Kelly said the 


threat of a further visa cancellation 
meant the stakes have now risen 
rather than receded. If this man is to 
be summarily removed upon a 
personal exercise of cancellation 
power, he cannot return to this country 
for three years, am [ right about that? 
Kelly asked lawyers for Home Affairs 
Minister Karen Andrews, under 
whose authority Djokovic's visa was 
earlier canceled. Tran and colleague 
Naomi Wootten confirmed that 
Djokovic would be banned from 
Australia for three years. The 
government canceled 34-year-old 
Djokovic's visa shortly after he 
arrived in Melbourne late Wednesday 
to play in the Australian Open. There 
was a public backlash at news that 
Djokovic, who has_ previously 
declined to reveal his vaccination 
status, would compete in Melbourne 
because Australians who aren't 
vaccinated, or are inoculated with 
vaccines that aren't recognized by 
Australian medical authorities, face 
tough travel and quarantine 
restrictions. Court documents say he 
is unvaccinated. Prime Minister Scott 


Morrison's conservative government 
is seeking re-election for a fourth 
three-year term at polls due by May. 
While his government was widely 
praised for containing the nation's 
COVID-19 death toll at the start of the 
pandemic, omicron cases have been 
rapidly surging. He has been 
criticized for shortages of rapid 
antigen tests and for refusing to make 
the tests available to all for free. He has 
sought to place the blame for the 
controversy on Tennis Australia, 
which is organizing the Australian 
Open. Djokovic has been under guard 
in hotel quarantine since Thursday, 
when his visa was canceled. He 
appealed the cancellation at the 
virtual court hearing Monday amida 
growing public debate over the 
positive coronavirus test that his 
lawyers used as grounds in applying 
for amedical exemption to Australia's 
strict vaccination rules. Djokovic 
argued he did not need proof of 
vaccination because he had evidence 
that he had been infected with the 
coronavirus last month. Australian 
medical authorities have ruled thata 





temporary exemption for. the 
vaccination rule can be provided to 
people who have been infected with 
COVID-19 within six months. Judge 
Kelly noted that Djokovic had 
provided officials at Melbourne's 
airport with a medical exemption 
given him by Tennis Australia and 
two medical panels. 

The point I'm somewhat agitated 
about is what more could this man 
have done? Kelly asked Djokovic's 
lawyer, Nick Wood. Wood agreed with 
the judge that Djokovic could not have 
done more. Transcripts of Djokovic's 
interview with Border Force officials 
and his own affidavit revealed a 
repeated appeal to the officers with 
which he was dealing that to his 
understanding, uncontradicted, he 
had done absolutely everything that 
he understood was required in order 
for him to enter Australia, Wood said. 
Djokovic's lawyers submitted 11 
grounds for appeal against his visa 
cancellation. The lawyers described 
the cancellation as seriously illogical, 
irrational and legally unreasonable. 
Lawyers for Home Affairs Minister 


Andrews said in their submission that 
the vaccination requirement could 
only be deferred for arriving travelers 
who have had a COVID-19 infection if 
their illness was acute. There is no 
suggestion that the applicant 
(Djokovic) had acute major medical 
illness' in December when he tested 
positive, the written submission said. 
Andrews' lawyers eventually 
conceded that the authorities' decision 
to proceed with interviewing 
Djokovic in the early hours of 
Thursday and cancel his visa before 
he could contact Tennis Australia or 
his lawyers was unreasonable in the 
circumstances. Djokovic was told at 
5.20 a.m. on Thursday that he had 
until 8.30 a.m. to respond to a notice of 
intention to cancel his visa. His 
comments were sought instead at 6.14 
a.m. The decision to cancel his visa 
was made just over an hour later. 

Judge Kelly said if Djokovic had 
been given until 8.30 a.m. he could 
have consulted others about the 
decision. Neither Ministers Andrews 
nor Hawke immediately responded to 
requests for comment. (AP) 
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